
sowers who are confi-
dent their seed WILL 
produce fruit some-
where. So, they sow it 
widely. 
 

Part Two -  This may 
not be quite as obvious.  
The candle under the 
bushel is focused on 
those receiving the gos-
pel seed.  Verse 24 is 
the punch of this para-
ble.   The hearers are 
told - “Take heed what 
ye hear…”  How they 
respond will either open 
more truth to them or 
see it taken away (v.25). 
 

Part Three - It encour-
ages gospel workers.  
How?  We don’t have to 
be able to explain how 
the gospel seed works!  
We just know it does. 
 

Continued on page 3 

   Mark 4 is all about the sig-
nificance of the seed, the 
soil, and the sowers. The 
seed is the gospel.  The soil 
is the hearts of men. The 
sowers are God’s gospel 
workers.  Jesus was in the 
middle of preparing his dis-
ciples to be His sowers. To-
day every child of God is to 
be bearing and scattering 
gospel seed.   
 

   Here is how I see Mark 4. 
1-20    Sower and the Seed 

21-25  Search After the Seed 

26-29  Secret of the Seed 

30-34  Size of the Seed 

35-41  Storm for the Sowers 

 

  Mark 4 is almost all about  
parables.  Parables are 
more than earthly stories 
with a heavenly meaning.  
They are pictures or mirrors 
by which we see truth.  The 
stated explanations and 
context of the parables be-
come windows through 
which we can see God’s 
truth.   
 

  The parables of Jesus de-
mand our attention. (This is 
the point of the lamp under 
the bushel.)  But even more, 
parables demand our think-
ing and response.  Oh, let’s 
not forget that parables are 
also used to hide truth from 
those who will NOT think or  
consider or respond. 
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M I S S I O N :  

 
 

“ Ta k i n g  
t h e  

W o r d   
o f  G o d   
t o  A l l  

t h e  
W o r l d ”  

  In the late 1700’s on 
into the 1800’s there 
were revivals.  A phrase 
was used by gospel 
workers then.  When 
someone would ask 
about how many re-
sponded to the gospel, 
the preachers would say 
this: “Such and such a 
number expressed their 
hope in Christ.”  What 
were they saying?  They 
were saying that only 
time would tell whether 
or not those responding 
were actually born again.   
 

  The gospel workers 
said this based on the 
truth of Mark 4:1-20.  
There are four soil types 
listed.  Only the last soil, 
the good soil, produced 
fruit.  Going all the way 
back to Genesis 1 and 2 
we learn this fact. When 
God creates life it bears 
fruit.  I submit, though 
some godly teachers dis-
agree, that only the good 
soil is a picture of true, 
born again people. 
 

  Let me walk through 
just some key highlights 
of Mark 4.  I see the en-
tirety of Mark 4 as a unit.  
All the parts fit together. 
 

Part One -  The obvious 
fact is that there must be 



Dear Brothers - 
 

I have received the box of gospel 
tracts this morning. I felt so very sad 
that I can not give you even a small 
amount for a donation. 
 

I have been working in a Baptist 
church.  I have only 5 families right 
now.  Most of them live below the 
poverty line.  Our church’s income is 
about $100/month.  I receive $4/wk. 
for my motor bike gasoline.  The rest 
we use to help build our church build-
ing and parsonage. 
 

I work on a farm to help compensate 
my family’s daily needs.  Because our 
church lacks a pastor, each Sunday 
from 9-11 I teach Sunday School and 

then preach.  In the afternoon I repeat 
my lesson and sermon in another 
church about 10 km away.  They 
don’t have a pastor either.  That 
church also has only 5 families. 
 

Right now, due to a drought, the 
farmers’ fields yield only a small 
amount of rice and vegetables.  This 
also means that prices are creeping 
up.  The daily wages for most work-
ers is $6-8 a day. 
 

Due to all this, please tell all those 
that help pay for our tracts how 
grateful I am.  We have asked God to 
richly bless you and those that help 
you.  May God bless you all! 
 

-  from a lay pastor in the Philippines 

A  R E C E N T  L E T T E R  

M E M O R I A L   G I F T S  

F R O M  R A D I O  L I S T E N E R S  

Dear Mark  -  
  I wanted to lay 
in bed this morning 
but you started 
talking about a 
day of rest.  So I 
had to get up!  
It’s only Friday!  
Have a great day 
in the Lord’s work. 

Dear Pastor Mark -  

I listen to you in the morn-

ing as I drive to work.  Your 

Bible Tracts help me to be 

bold with the truth to be 

able to share the Good 

News.  I really like the diver-

sity in your tracts to use in 

various situations.  I am a 

shy person, but with a tract 

I am powered with boldness 

and on fire for the Lord.  

Thank you for helping me to 

share the gospel news!!! 

              WI 

“A tract is 
 a gospel   
 seed, but   
 it can’t   
 grow  
 until it is   
 planted.” 
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The Pilipino layman in the letter  
works in two fields. One to feed 
his family and one to feed the 

lost.  You are helping  supply gos-
pel tracts to hundreds of   

men like this.  This is part of 
where your support goes.   

LISTEN  ON  LINE 

We have people around  
the world  listening to   

our  broadcasts on line. 
 

“Bible Tract Echoes”   
is a great way to learn  

God’s Word and be  
challenged to share   

the gospel. 
 

Find it at: 

bibletractsinc.org  

        In Memory of:               Given by:                             
     Marilyn Paton    Paton Family & Leon Bible Church 

     Dr. Gordon Edgington  Pastor & Mrs. Philip Neumann 

     Joan Martoglio   Mr. Ted Obrohta 

     Gary Johnson   Mrs. Beverly Johnson  

     Dan Burns   Mrs. Delores Nafziger 

     Doris Niemantsverdriet  Marla Grossman  



I love the words “of herself”! They 
translate a word from which we get 
“automatic.”  The secret of the seed 
is that it is automatic.  The Creator  
put life in it.  The stages of the seed 
we cannot always see, but the suc-
cess of the seed is clear when fruit 
produced.  
 

Part Four -  The mustard seed.  
Please take heart right here. Some-
times I am not able to give a whole 
gospel presentation.  God, though, 
takes what I do give and works to 
bring forth fruit.  What I put into the 
life of a sinner may serve as a  
“pebble in their shoe.”  Before 
long the sinner will deal with that 
pebble. 
 

Part Five - This is not a parable. It 
is about the battle in the boat. The 
battle answers the question – “Who 
Is Jesus?”  Great question!  The 
answer is pretty great, too!  The 
event ends with these words.  

“Why are ye so fearful?  
How is it that ye have no 

faith?” 
 

  I confess that there are times when 
I question whether my feeble gospel 
sowing is accomplishing anything.   

Typically, at that moment, I begin to 
“row my gospel boat” harder.  You 

see, for a moment I think that the 
gospel work rests in me.  I think it 
rests in my  clarity, on my  win-
someness, on my illustrations, on 
my,  my,  my!  Pardon my English, 
but “My” just don’t fly, does it? 
 

  Our gospel work rests on Christ, 
on the Savior.  He is at rest in the 
midst of our gospel boat.  He is re-
buking  the storm, some of which 
you and I may not even be aware.  
He is reminding our souls about 
where the power for doing gospel 
work is found. 

  In light of all that Mark 4 has for 
us, all that is left for us to do is… 

 get some gospel seed, that is 
what tracts are, 

 give out the seed, as broadly 
as we can, and 

 go to “The Storm-Stiller” - He 
alone has the power to make 
all this work. 

“What I 
put into 
the life of a 
sinner may 
be as a 
‘pebble in 
their 
shoe’” 
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Seven Questions Boys  
and Girls Ask 

 

This tract will help you do two 

things.  One - help start a conver-

sation with a child about Jesus.  

Two - give you basic facts needed 

for a child to receive Christ.  If you 

have children or work with them, 

then you need this tract! 



P.O. Box  188 
Bloomington, IL   
61702-0188 

Phone:  (309) 828-6888 
 
Email: info@bibletractsinc.org 
 

Here are pictures  
of  some in Thai-

land who received 
Christ after receiv-
ing our tracts.  We    
are printing a half

-million more 
tracts there this 

summer! 

B I B L E  T R A C T S  I N C  

-  We are on the web  - 

bibletractsinc.org 

We  Need  Your  Help  

   For 81 years Bible Tracts Inc. has been a min-
istry done by faith.  We send out tracts and pay 
shipping costs by the steady help of supporters.  
 

   Prayerfully consider being a supporter.  We 
need  your help to reach souls around the world.  
Over a   half-million people have been saved in 
the last 15  years because someone gave them 
one of our tracts.  
 

All gifts are tax deductibleAll gifts are tax deductibleAll gifts are tax deductible 

I’M  KEEPING  THE I’M  KEEPING  THE I’M  KEEPING  THE 
GOLDEN  RULEGOLDEN  RULEGOLDEN  RULE   

 

Many people are con-
fused as to what the 
Golden Rule really says.  
They are also confused 
as to its purpose.  This 
tract explains both the 
rule and  purpose and in 
so doing  shows why the 
Golden Rule cannot save 
anyone from their sin.  
This is a great tract with a 
clear message. 

READY  TO  DIE 
 

How serious do most in 

the military take life 

and death?  Come 

training time their level  

goes up.   This makes 

many service men and 

women open to eternal 

issues.  This tract is 

clear  and powerful.  It 

will speak to both saved 

and lost; to both those 

who do serve or never 

have served in uniform. 


