
 

 

While running from Saul, David and his men 
hold up in a cave.  Then, wouldn’t you know it, 
Saul comes into that cave.  At that moment 
Saul was very vulnerable and David’s men 
urged him to kill Saul. In their thinking, it must 
be the will of God for David to kill Saul or why 
else would God bring Saul to the cave. 
 

David did not kill Saul, but he did cut off part 
of Saul’s robe.  Almost immediately he feels 
guilty for this act. David quickly confesses his 
wrong actions to his men.  David took respon-
sibility for both his actions plus he wanted to 
impact others to do the same.  How did this 
happen?  Simple.  David did not let where he 
lived determine how he would live. 
 

SMITTEN HEART 

David had a heart, a con-
science, that could be 
convicted of wrong ac-
tions. “It came to pass 
afterward, that David’s 
heart smote him, be-
cause he had cut off 

Saul’s skirt” (v. 5).  How tender his conscience 
was. How easily convicted it was. If only it had 
been as tender during the Bathsheba affair. 
 

Let’s learn a few things about the human con-
science. 

 All have one, even the lost (John 8:9). 
 It exists even after we die (Luke 16). 
 It demands obedience (Acts 23:1). 
 It can be misinformed (John 16:2). 
 It can even be seared (I Tim. 4:2). 

 

Here is some good news.  If you or I lose a ten-
der conscience, like David did, we can find it 

Who is responsible for you?  Right now I’m 
thinking about your actions and thoughts.  
Who is responsible for how you act or think?  
In this politically charged season your an-
swer will determine whether you are a con-
servative or a liberal. 
 

Ponder this sentence a moment. “It’s not 

where you live that determines how 

you live.” Is that true?  For Bible people 
like Joseph and Job it was.  Where they lived 
was at times awful, but how they lived was 
not determined by where they lived. 
 

As gospel workers we must be conscious of 
how we live, act, and think.  We dare not let 
our location and circumstances determine 
how we live and react.  For us to bring 

“into captivity every 
thought to the obedience 
of Christ” will require a 
very tender conscience.  I 
want to show you King 
David’s conscience.  Dur-
ing his Bathsheba episode 
his conscience was hard-
ened, but I want to take you earlier in his 
life. 
 

In I Samuel 24 is the story of David when he 
cut off a piece of King Saul’s robe.  You know 
the story well. Saul was seeking to kill David.  
Meanwhile David and his men were trying 
to stay alive while still being a blessing to 
those they met. 
 

This chapter of I Samuel goes like this: 
     vs. 1-7 – Caution in the Cave 
     vs. 8-15 – Courage to Confront 
     vs. 16-22 – Concern in Confession 
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again.  It will require some major brokenness, but we can 
have it back. 
 

CLEAN HEART 
 

How did David maintain a tender conscience?  The first 
step in this is always confession.  David had sinned against 
the Lord’s anointed, but he had done it in front of his men.  
So, he has to make it right in front of his men.  “He said 

unto his men, the Lord forbid that I should do this 

thing unto my master, the Lord’s anointed…” (v. 6). 
 

Imagine that!  A leader confessing his sin before those he 
leads.  This is a major leadership principle for all leaders – 
pastors, deacons, dads and moms, etc.  In the book of 1 
Timothy, Paul will use the word “conscience” four times.  
He told Timothy that the lack of a clear conscience is 
something that can “shipwreck” a life.  Shipwreck – that’s 
God’s warning, not mine. 
 

The need to clean your conscience before those who know 
your sin is mentioned in James.  Confessing our faults one 
to another is a vehicle for God to give us His grace and it 
will strengthen our platform for doing gospel work. 
 

HUMBLE HEART 
 

Notice this phrase is vs. 7-10.  “David stooped with 

his face to the earth”.   As he confronts Saul about his 
murderous heart, David displayed honest humbleness. 
Saul’s heart was bitter, angry, and evil – but he was the 
Lord’s anointed. He needed to be confronted about his sin, 
but how David did it would be very critical.  Confronting 
sinning believers is not a fun task, but it is God-ordained.  
Pastors never like doing it, nor do any other saints, but we 

must.  Please, though, let’s do it correctly. 
How did David do it? He did it… 

 with a clean conscience (v. 6), 
 with a humble heart (v. 8), 
 with a submissive mindset (v. 10), 
 with factual statements (vs. 11-15). 

 

David was in a cave being hunted.  A person with exten-
sive resources was out to murder him.  But, where David 
lived was not going to determine how he would live. 
 

Gospel work in our present hour will demand that where 
we live will not determine how we live.  We must live 
godly in Christ before our world.  This world system also 
has extensive resources and sometimes displays a heart 
intent on murderous things.  We dare not live or react in 
kind.  Our conscience must remain tender and Christ-like. 
 

CALLED HEART 
 

If you have lost a tender conscience I beg of you to get it 
back.  There are two indispensable tools for doing gospel 
work - faith and a good conscience (I Tim. 1:19).  If you 
are holding faith as a good soldier but lacking a clean con-
science you are moving toward the rocks that shipwreck 
the soul. 
 

“Now the end of the commandment  
is charity out of a pure heart,  
and of a good conscience, and  

of faith unfeigned.”   (I Tim. 1:5) 
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Last Sept. 9, the Department of Edu-

cation held a meeting in Surigao.     

It was reported that many were  

happy to read “7 Important Ques-

tions Boys and Girls Ask “  and 

“Peace in Terminal Illness”.  We are 

hoping they will use what they 

learned with the children in  Kinder 

Grade through Elementary. 

  Philippines 
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Based on a true story, this tract challenges people not to waste their time, 

talents, or treasure.  It is useful with the lost and saved.  It challenges teen-

agers to be dedicated to Christ.  This tract can be used in a stewardship 

campaign. 

THE  NEW  BIRTH 

This is our hallmark tract!  More people come to Christ through this  one than 

any other of our tracts.  This is NOT a first touch tract.  It lays out clearly what 

the new birth is , what it is not, and then how to be born again.  Used by some 

churches in their new member class to make salvation crystal clear. 

CHRISTMAS  CHARACTERS 

This tract was created from a Bulletin article and made into a tract.  It 

highlights some of the main people in the story of our Savior’s birth.  

From man’s perspective they should not have been used by God, but God 

loves using unfit lives to bring Him glory.   
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