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There are a number
of hymns which were
sung in the time of my
youth which are no longer in use. Some of these
needed to be retired, but
not others. The hymn,
“Untold Millions” is one
we sang frequently. Today, though, it is out of
date.
The present world population is estimated at
7.2 billion people. Mission leaders generally
agree that half of the
world’s people have never heard the gospel. We
need to change our
song. It needs to be
“untold BILLIONS are
still untold.”
ARE THEY REALLY LOST ?
For more years than
we know the debate
among “evangelicals”
has been seriously raging over the lostness of
the untold. That Jesus
came for lost people is
openly stated by Him in
Matthew 18:11. “For the
Son of man is come to
save that which is lost.”
Paul said, “But if our
gospel be hid, it is hid to
them that are lost” (2
Cor. 4:3).
No one debates that
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the unregenerate are lost.
What is debated is whether
those who have never heard
and die in that state will be
lost eternally. Again, this
debate is found among
those who love the Bible,
the gospel, and avidly love
the cross. But, they struggle
with the eternal quality of
God’s justice on those who
have never heard.

value or are there various
levels of evil.
 The Opportunity to Hear.
Many who question the
eternal lostness of the
untold push for God’s
grace to provide for their
evangelism after they die
(post-mortem evangelism).

WHY THE PROBLEM ?
You may simply say, “Just
read the Bible and believe it!
If it says those going to the
Lake of Fire are there forever then that’s what it is.” I
echo this response. But why
do some believers struggle
with the point of the eternal
nature of God’s judgment?
Their struggle comes from
some basic issues. This list
is not complete but it is
enough to make my point.
 The Sufficiency of Calvary.
They ask, “Doesn’t Jesus’
payment for all men open
a door of opportunity for
those who never heard?”
 The Uniqueness of Christ.
Some openly ponder if
Jesus really is the only way
to gain heaven.
 The Gradation of Sin.
Some of these people ask
if all sin is really of equal

As I said, this list is far
from complete. All of these
come down to one question.
Is the Bible sufficient for all
doctrinal questions or not?
Those who want to find a
way for billions of people to
get out of the Lake of Fire
will read things “between
the lines” of Scripture or flat
out abandon it.
SCRIPTURE SPEAKS
I hope you know that the
one clearest text of Scripture on this issue is Romans
1:16-32. While this short
article cannot unpack these
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seventeen verses, we can
come to clarity on one key
fact. We can be clear on the
basis of God’s judgment on
those who have never
heard. God judges the untold billions NOT on what
they have not heard, but on
what has been revealed to
them. It is true that God’s
righteousness for sinners is
only revealed in the gospel
of Christ (vs. 16, 17). Without the gospel being heard
and received, sinners cannot be made righteous.
Yet, in v. 18, we see
that God’s wrath is revealed
against all unrighteousness.
Look at v. 18: “For the
wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness.” Please read all the
verse. The wrath of God is
on unrighteous sinners, yes,
but these sinners also
“HOLD THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.”
That word “hold” does
not mean that the lost have
only some vague mental
awareness of truth. It literally means that they “hold it
down”. They “suppress” it.
They stop the truth from

exerting its power in their
lives. This sheds a whole
new light on the topic.
The truth which the
untold do have through
creation (vs. 19, 20) is rebelled against. These untold billions are not mere
polite sinners. They are
rebels against what truth
God has already given
them.
We must think Scripturally. Those who have
never heard are condemned by God as sinners.
Why? Their condemnation
is NOT because they never
heard of Jesus. They are
condemned for sinning
against the very light of
truth God has given them
by His grace.
REPEATED REFRAIN
Most hymns have a refrain, a chorus. There is a
refrain in Romans 1. It is
repeated three times. The
refrain goes like this –
“God gave them up” (vs.
24, 26, and 28). Because
these sinners who have
never heard the gospel
have suppressed God’s
truth and have determined
to put themselves on a selfdestructive path, God let

them go in that direction.
God let the lost go in
the path they chose. He
gave them over to their own
hearts (v. 24), their own
passions (v. 26), and their
own minds (v. 28). I find it
interesting that God calls on
sinners to receive Him and
then to love Him with all
their heart, soul, and mind
(Mt. 22:37). These are the
very parts of our lives that
are in rebellion prior to salvation.
GOD IS JUST
It is clear that the unevangelized billions stand
already in judgment. They
are already condemned by
their own rebellion. For God
to carry out His punishment
is just. His sentence on
their lives is fair.
GOD IS GRACIOUS
What is God doing while
He watches generation after
generation rebel and suppress truth? He is continuing to show mercy and
grace. How? First, He sent
His Son. This act of grace
was planned before creation.
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us. We are His ambassadors. It is as if God Himself
is calling to sinners through
us to receive Jesus as their
Savior, their Reconciler (2
Cor. 5:20). We give them
more light by giving them
God’s Word. Why? So that
faith might come through
The Word.
Whether or not your
local church ever sings
“Untold Millions” is not the
point. That there are untold
billions IS the point. God’s
Word says that it is to our
shame that so many have
not heard (I Cor. 15:34). We
stand with a choice.
 We can stand unmoved due to the
overwhelming task
of telling billions, or
 we can be moved as
God’s ambassadors
to touch the lives
that are around us.
What will your choice be?

Second, God is sending

Testimonial
When everything started, I was a twenty year addict and in 2004 I decided I had had enough drugs and
decided to turn my life around. Well, I quit for ten years but I left a vital part of recovery out of my life. And
after 10 years, I fell off the wagon. That happened in March of 2014. Then on June 14, 2014, I got arrested for
issues on a controlled substance. Well, after two weeks in that county jail, I read a prayer that was written on my bunk and I just
started crying and everything that I had done . . . Right then and there, I confessed my whole life to GOD, myself, and another human
being and devoted my life 110% to GOD. I was sentenced five years to TDCJ, probated for ten years then this one here happened. I
gave a guy a ride and he left some drugs in my truck. So here I am in jail again for someone else’s stuff. But GOD will make good
out of all this bad. I am now looking at up to ten years prison time, and a lot of learning about GOD’s word and my purpose in this
life. That is what I am doing, I am currently doing bible correspondence courses. My goal is to become an ordained minister and
drug counselor.
Mississippi
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Testimonial
Greetings in the precious holy name of our
Savior and Lord Jesus, our soon-coming King.
We pray that all is well with you, your family
and your staff. May you all be blessed tremendously for all of the
good work the Lord is accomplishing through you. God bless your
ministries into which you have been called.

Pastor Mark, Pastor Buhman, and Shahid
at Grace Baptist Church (Moweaqua, IL).

Pakistan Praise!
Pastor Shahid Kaleem was here all of April. He
and Pastor Mark traveled to many churches reporting on what God did through the 2015 printing
there. The harvest continues as the 1.3 million
tracts are passed along. In April we saw :

 American believers rejoice in God’s power
and protection of Pakistani workers,
 God raise $22,000 for the 2016 printing of
1.5 million tracts, and
 3 saved as Pastor Shahid preached !
If you would like to have the Pakistan presentation
at your church, contact our office. Pastor Mark can
be scheduled to share it with you.
Many Hindus
received tracts.
The man in the
red sweater
came to Christ.

This is a thank you letter for all of the Gospel tracts you have
sent us over the past years. Your daily Bible Tracts Echoes, program over the Harbourlight of the Windwards of Carriacou, Grenada, WI at 12:45 pm on 1400 AM is also a tremendous blessing to
us and to all who listen, we are sure – particularly to the fellow believers in Christ, our risen, living Savior. May the Lord continue to
bless you and all who join with you for the furtherance of the Gospel.
Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your ministry. Thank
the Lord for you. Could you please send us a sample packet of your
tracts so we can view them, and choose some more to request
freely from you for free distribution to all and sundry as the Holy
Spirit leads for God’s honor and glory. Do keep us in your prayers
as we spread the Gospel here in our country of Trinidad and Tobago.

Trinidad and Tobago

Even people
living in the
Taliban area
received tracts.
This man was
saved.
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BIBLE TRACTS &
ESTATE PLANNING
Many ministry projects are accomplished when friends leave us a
gospel legacy.

Please consider BTI when planning:

- your will - charitable annuity
- living trust - retirement plans

We’re Grateful
Great tract to use around any
event which honors
veterans and/or present day
military personnel.

Informational booklets are
available.

A Good Soldier
But Lost
This is based on the story of Cornelius found in Acts 10. Being a
good person and even a religious
person does not save you. Doing
good works for others does not
save you. Cornelius, the good soldier, needed a Savior and he found
Christ. Good tract for very moral
people who are lost.

Seven Questions
Boys & Girls Ask
A colorful, clear, and effective tool to
help answer the 7 questions most
often asked by elementary age kids.
A great tool for VBS or other summer outreach ministries to children

