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Turmoil-Then Truth

Turmoil is a word none
of us want describing our
lives. Whether it is our personal life, family life, work
life, or church life, we work
to avoid turmoil. But, we
know that it will come at
various times to every facet
of our life.
In Genesis 28 and 29,
Jacob’s life is in turmoil. In
the midst of it all he has
one of the two crowning
moments in his life where
God reveals Himself. God
talks to him. True believers
have an inner heart desire
for God to reveal Himself to
them. That’s good, because
God desires to reveal Himself to His people.
Much has been written
about our role as saints
living in this post-modern
era. One key fact about lost
people today is that they
want to know and see that
you and I are having a vital
experience with the living
God. They want to see that
His relationship with us is
having a life altering impact. They want to know not
only that truth exists but
that truth matters. Saints
are supposed to be billboards for how eternal
truth impacts lives.
Jacob’s life was impacted when God revealed Him-

self in Genesis 28. Keep in
mind that he is about 77
years old at this time. He
has shared in worship with
Isaac. He has heard the
family history of God talking
to Abraham and Isaac. He
has heard of God’s promise
to this family. Yet, at 77, he
has never heard God’s
voice for himself.
But now his life was in
turmoil. The family Jacob
grew up in has gone from a
godly, praying unit to one
where deceit, favoritism,
competition, and hatred
abounded. To save his life
he leaves home. Only now
in a time of personal turmoil is he ready to hear
from God.
CIRCUMSTANCES
SURROUNDING GOD’S
REVELATION

There are four major
factors at work in Jacob’s
time of turmoil. First, Jacob
is alone. Until now he has
been part of a family that
lived together and worshipped together. Dad
(Isaac) was in charge. Now
Jacob was out on his own.
Second, Jacob was on
the verge of a new life
phase. Just as many parents have watched as their
children go off alone to col-

And he dreamed, and
behold a ladder set
up on the earth, and
the top of it reached
to heaven: and behold
the angels of God
ascending and
descending on it.

Genesis 28:12

lege or the military, Isaac
and Rebecca watched
their son leave. It was
doubtful they would see
each other again. I am
sure Isaac questioned
whether Jacob would live
for Jehovah when away
from home.
Third, Jacob was becoming acutely aware of
unresolved sin issues. He
had to flee his home because he had deceitfully
stolen from his brother.
At age 77 there was no
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way to say he sinned due
to his mother’s influence.
Jacob was culpable for
his sin.
Fourth, Jacob was
doing everyday tasks
when God revealed Himself. The story of Jacob’s
ladder is famous. It came
while he was traveling,
obeying his parents,
sleeping, and just trying
to figure out what to do
next. We all need to make
time to actively seek God,
but many saints will testify that God often reveals
truth to His saints in the
midst of walking through
everyday assignments.

LESSONS FROM JACOB
A. God’s revelation of Him-

self can come at any
time and any place. It
can come even in desolate, waste places – Gen.
28; Acts 28:16.
B. God’s revelation will
cause us to fear (v. 17).
Jacob feared because
he was seeing himself
before God. He was
grasping how he was
grieving God.
C. God’s revelation will
constrain us to give ourselves to Him (v. 20-21).
D. God’s revelation will
move us to give our possessions to Him (v. 22).
E. God’s revelation will
prompt great joy
(29:1).

Should we trust teenagers with hammers?
We did and they tore down walls. These young men are
from Bible Baptist Church - Bloomington, IL. Pastor Mark
is the “teenager” in the middle.
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THINK BEFORE
ASKING

It would be easy for us to pray
for an experience where God
reveals Himself to us. But
before uttering that prayer we
had better ask ourselves
some questions.
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such episode, his answer
was…“Yes, if I could again
experience the results of
God’s presence and fresh
revealing of Himself to
me.”
WHERE ARE YOU?

 Do I have treasures I am
hesitating to give to Him?

All of us are at one of
these three places. We
are either: being prepared
to receive truth which
may mean turmoil, being
presented with truth in
the middle of turmoil, or
being a participant in
truth which God has revealed through turmoil.

Recently a well-known Christian leader had to experience
a time of personal turmoil. He
did so by practicing what he
preached. When asked if he
desired to go through another

No matter which
stage you may be in, be
alert that in each one God
is working in us “both to
will and to do of His good
pleasure.”

 What unresolved sin issue
will I have to confront with
God?
 Have I faithfully applied the
truth God has already revealed?

Students from Calvary Christian Academy (Normal, IL.)
were true cleaning machines. They cleaned out our
warehouse (think big garage). They turned a dirty job into
a delight.
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Randy (left) and Joyce Milnek (not pictured) serve with SOS Evangelism. (http://www.SOS4souls.org)
They see folk saved at fairs every week. They use our tracts.
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www.bibletractsinc.org
Check out our redesigned website. We
made it more user friendly.

Te s t i m o n i a l s
Just writing in to thank you for your faithful service in the Lord’s work making sure that people of all walks of life have an
opportunity to hear the gospel preached not only here on our Island, but in other parts of the world by your tract ministry.
When I give out a tract or someone takes it from the little tract rack I have here in my little grocery, or when you send out the many
thousands of tracts to the various persons who request them, you do not know whose hands they will go into nor whose hearts will be
touched by the various illustrations and messages of salvation that is preached in each tract, but God knows even before they were written
what will be accomplished. He knows it will not return unto Him void.
West Indies.
—————————————I want to inform you that the carton of tracts you sent was received in good condition, so glory be to God for its safe
arrival. I have requested more tracts as there is a high need of tracts in Nigeria. I and some of my friends go out to a village
near where we live to distribute tracts and preach the Gospel in an area where people gather to drink alcohol and smoke.
This is where we will be using a lot of your tracts. Thank you for your efforts, we pray that may our able Lord meet the needs of your ministry in Jesus name, Shalom! Thank you once more and may God Bless.

Nigeria

3,000 REQUESTS !

BIBLE TRACTS INC.

Our offer for free sample packs of
tracts got onto a number of internet
freebie lists. People found us next to
samples of shampoo and toothpaste. In
a time period we normally receive 25
requests, we got over 3000! After the
shock wore off we had a reality check.
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Bloomington, IL 61702-0188
Phone: 309-828-6888
Fax: 309-828-0573

bibletractsinc@juno.com

Reality Check #1
Many of these requests come from lost
people. We want to give them the gospel.

Radio Programs

Reality Check #2

 Pastor Mark is teaching through Jeremiah a chapter
at a time.
 What does Jeremiah have to say to soul winners?

Our mailing budget to send these out will
take a huge jump.

For a list of radio stations go to
http://www.bibletractsinc.org/full-width/radio-stations/

Would you please consider
an extra gift to help us send
tracts to 3,000 plus souls?

CAN CHILDREN BE
SAVED?
Should children be challenged to receive Christ?
Absolutely! They need to be
saved. Children learn right
from wrong early and need to
be led to Christ. This tract
urges parents and others to
seek the salvation of children.
(Good VBS preparation)

SEVEN QUESTIONS
A great tool for VBS or other
summer outreach ministries
to children. This is a clear,
simple gospel presentation.

