
love for Christ on display.  
He manifested his heart 
belief. In this hard saying 
Jesus is calling us to not 
abandon our relationship 
with Him, despite the cost. 
 

WHY  NOW? 

Why do I deal with this 
verse now?  We have all 
been watching national and 

world events.  The cost 
of standing for Christ 
and exhibiting Him be-
fore an antagonistic soci-
ety is growing.  Jobs, 
promotions, and relation-
ships are being lost. 
They’re being lost be-
cause the love of some 
saints for Christ is great-
er than their love for 
earthly things. 

 

We have all met some 
saints who had a knack for 
irritating others and stirring 
up hostility.  They then feel 
spiritual and claim to be 
standing for Jesus in a hos-
tile environment.  I have met 
folk who create strife in their 
family  and then say they 
are experiencing estrange-
ment due to their faith.   
Living an irritating life or a 
quarreling life in your home 
is not a sign of spirituality.  It 
is a sign of sin and an un-
transformed mind. 

Here is one of the hard sayings 
of Jesus that easily puzzles our 
minds.   

“If any man come after Me, 
and hate not his father, and 
his mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be My disci-
ple”  Luke 14: 26. 

 

 That word “hate” real-
ly bothers us.  It is so 
politically incorrect.  We 
know Jesus actually 
said this, but how are 
we to understand it? 

 

LITERALLY?   No, 

I don’t think so.  I am a 
literalist.  I believe we 
ought to interpret the 
Scriptures literally un-
less the context and the 
rest of Scripture says other-
wise.  God tells husbands and 
wives to love each other.  Chil-
dren are told to love parents.   
Scripture says that no one has 
yet ever hated his own flesh.   
That would make the end of 
the verse impossible. 

 

COMPARATIVELY?   
More often than not this verse 
is understood comparatively.  
People say that our love for 
Jesus ought to be so strong 
that is makes our love for oth-
ers appear weak or far less.  I 

have given this explanation 
myself, but maybe there is 
another way to see this. 

 

MANIFESTLY?  Think 

of the Christian life as an exhi-
bition.  We are called to live 
out Christ before our world.  
When the Church Age began 
there were families torn apart 
because someone believed in 

Jesus.  First century hus-
bands and dads were arrest-
ed and given an option.  They 
could remain loyal to Christ 
which meant death or they 
could denounce Christ and 
stay with their family.  This is 
still happening today by the 
way. 

 

Option one meant that their 
wife and children would most 
likely become destitute.  Op-
tion two meant the dad could 
stay home and provide for 
his family.  At the moment of 
arrest that dad had to put his 
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LUKE 14:26 AND 

THE GOSPEL 

Jesus’ words and our 
present societal envi-
ronment must cause 

us to look carefully at our own discipleship.   
I’m sure the first hearers of this saying had a 
moment of mental recoil.  Were they really 
going to be disciples of Christ or not?  The 
day of cheap Christianity was over.  In our 
day the noise of loudly singing Jesus songs 
(whether old or contemporary) can no longer 
be the measure of devotion to Him.  Nomi-
nality in Christianity can no longer be met 
with congeniality. Our text changes all this.   

 

What Jesus said immediately after our text 
was addressed to the congregation in front 
of Him.  It was much like the one we gather 
with each Sunday.  Jesus spoke to weed out 
from His congregation the real from the un-
real.  He was seeking quality in disciples 
rather than quantity of attendees. 

The challenge after v. 26 is 
to take up your cross and 
follow Christ.  His first 
hearers were not aware of 
Calvary, but they did un-
derstand the idea of a 
cross.  It meant shame, 
suffering, and death.  This 
is still its meaning. 

 

Perhaps this story will help.  
Italy had a great general in 
the mid 1880’s named 
Garibaldi.  The story is told 
that one day he ap-
proached some young men 
on the street and called 
them to join his army.  
“What do you offer us?”, 
was their question. The 
general’s answer was this.  
“I offer you hardship, hun-
ger, rags, thirst, sleepless 
nights, foot sores in long 

marches, privations innu-
merable; and victory in the 
noblest cause that ever 
asked you”.  The young 
men did follow and they 
were victorious.   

 

You and I, dear reader, 
are in a holy war.  Our 
weapon is the gospel.  
Our commander is the 
Son of God.  He has not 
hidden the cross from us, 
but He has told us that 
His victory is sure and 
that we can have an 
“abundant entrance” into 
His everlasting kingdom 
(2 Pet.1:10,11).    
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    THANKFUL FOR A SOUL 

   WINNING HERITAGE 

BY PASTOR MARK SMITH 

  This month my dad will be 99 years old. Recently two stories 

came to my attention. I had never heard these before, but they 

made me grateful for my heritage. 

   Early in his first pastorate, at the scene of a traffic accident, a 

man was trapped under a car. My dad crawled under the car to 

share Christ. Fearing for the man’s spiritual future, my dad went 

where the man was with the gospel. 

   For this act of gospel compassion my dad was belittled by one 

of his church members. All my dad said was, “That’s what I 

thought Jesus would do”. 

   The second story came while I was preaching in Nebraska. A young wife and mother told 

me how my dad had led her grandfather to Christ. This started a gospel chain reaction in 

that family. With tear-filled eyes this mother shared her gratefulness for my dad’s role in 

bringing the gospel to her family. 

   I have a marvelous evangelism heritage. Do you? Will you and I leave an evangelism her-

itage behind us? 

Pastor Roscoe Smith 



“Our Savior is 
a True God, 
and He is so 
pleased with 
your faith and 
devotion to 
Him.  Thank 

you for being so faithful.  It’s a privilege to 
work with you in our Savior’s Kingdom.”  WI 

  “We praise God for your love and support 
towards India’s missions to print tracts.  
We cannot go without you or your prayers 
and support.  Whatever we do in India, it 
all belongs to Him.”  India 

 

The Sweetness of Encouragement! 
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In Memory of:   Given by: 
 

Mary Green                        Linda Schaefer                                         Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Hoffman  
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Roger Atkinson          Roger Kiper        Mrs. Delores Nafziger 
Mary Green  Teresa Fesen           Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Monical 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cruser          Roger Kiper        Mr. & Mrs. Steward Lyman & Sarah 
Mary Green  Connie Dearborn           Roger Kiper         Virginia Albee 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Orns          Roger Kiper        Mr. & Mrs. Windell Kessinger    
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Joe Hodge          Roger Kiper        Mr. & Mrs. Don Manahan 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. John Lyons          Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cruser 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Paul Orns          Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Paul Orns  
Mary Green  Joanie Alexander           Roger Kiper         Ted Obrohta 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Harold Alexander         Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Larry Anderson 
Mary Green  Virginia Albee           Roger Kiper        Mr. & Mrs. Warren Kauffman  
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Steward Lyman & Sarah         Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Roger Atkinson 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Hoffman                       Roger Kiper        Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Ringenberg 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Monical          Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Sam Baird 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Stan Branch          Roger Kiper         Mr. & Mrs. Stan Branch 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Windell Kessinger          Mike Baird            Mr. & Mrs. Steward Lyman & 
           Sarah 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Don Manahan          Mike Baird         Virginia Albee 
Mary Green  Mr. Ted Obrohta           Mike Baird            Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Monical 
Mary Green  Mr. & Mrs. Larry Anderson          Mike Baird            Mr. & Mrs. Windell Kessinger 
Mary Green  Mrs. Phoebe Meyer          Mike Baird            Ted Obrohta 
Dorothy Parker  Mr. Jesse Parker           Mary Byrd                  Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Marcum 
Gloria Jean Mott  Mrs. Betty Tripp           Mary Byrd                   Stephanie Manuel 
John E. Jackson  Mr. Oscar Ferreira          Johann D. Erickson Clarice J. Olson 
Wilbur Purvis  Marla Grossman           Nondas M Sports        Marla Grossman 
Thornton Gerald “Bud” Neal   Edward H & Emma Rose Sincock       Arlene Babeck         Bonnie Marcilliott 
 

“I can well imagine the number of people in glory who are 
rejoicing with Bible Tracts for the way the Lord has used 
your tracts to bring them to faith in Christ. Thank you for 
your wonderful ministry.”  Grenada 

“I find your tracts in grocery bags of free food from the food 
pantries. Praise the Lord!” IL 
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Find a Use for These 

  “Lord, give us people 
who are plodding plow-
ers and planters. Give us 
persevering preachers 
and parents who pour 
gospel truth into the 
souls of others so that 
You might change the 
spiritual ‘ph level’ in sin-
ners’ lives. Let me be 
one who ‘for the joy set 
before me’ endures with 
patience and heavenly 
power the season of la-
bor. If You will allow me 
to be one of those ‘other 
men’ it will be more than 
I deserve. Amen.” 

 

CUBA & PAKISTAN 

 

  Early in 2014 Pastor 

Mark will be visiting the national workers 

who print and use our tracts in Cuba 

(January) and in Pakistan (March). 

   GOALS: 

 see tract work first hand 

 be encouraged by the workers 

 preach and strengthen saints 

 

TOTAL COST OF TRIPS: 

$12,000 

PRESENTLY RECEIVED: 

$5,763.05 


