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THE CRISIS OF THE CROSS
In the face of God’s command to not fear, I am afraid. The
older I grow and the more I learn of my own love of ease
and self, the greater my fear. The more I read and hear
from the pages and pulpits of the present era preachers,
the more I fear.
What is my fear? My fear is that I am and we are losing
the cross as the central focus of our daily lives. The cross
is in crisis. It is easily set aside for psychological sermons.
It is set aside for discussion groups where struggles are
shared and soft shoulders are offered. We are in crisis.
The cross is in crisis. Many of those who are urging sinners to be saved are calling them to religious activities
and emotional choruses, but they are not calling them to
the cross. There is a scandal attached to the cross and we are losing it because we
are hesitant to display it.
Without the cross – our baptisms become mere rituals.
Without the cross – our Communion times sink to mere add-ons at the end of an already full
service.
Without the cross – the true ugliness and deceptiveness of our sins are not seen.
Without the cross – the power of sin that makes people enemies of God is not grasped.
Without the cross – the beauty of God’s love and grace are never adequately displayed.
Without the cross – the power to transform our sin-broken lives is lost.
Without the cross – the greatness of God’s power to overcome the egos of organizational church
structures, the fetters of religious tradition, and even the imperial might of
world empires will not be seen.
It was at the cross of Calvary that the hosts of hell and death arrayed themselves for
battle. There they waved their banners of darkness in the face of the very Lord of light.
It was there they hoped to cry a shout of victory, but there the prince of darkness stood
undone before the “Lord of glory.” And, what was that glory? It was the cross.

Director, Mark Smith

We must once again decide not to avoid the scandal of the cross but embrace it. The
scandal of the cross needs to be proclaimed before our world at every opportunity. The
blindness of our world demands our brightest message of God’s power to save men,
and that is the cross.

Crisis of the Cross

cont.

The church in
Acts grew and
had power. Why?
Perhaps it was
due
in
great
measure because the actual event
of the cross was real and vivid in
their thoughts. We need to restore
the cross not only to our sermons
but also to our lifestyles. We need to
revive its vividness in our imaginations.

Too many of us who call ourselves “disciples” know nothing
of the discipleship of the cross. A daily dying to self and sin
with the resultant acts of repentance and personal revival
are left undone in our hurriedness to get out the door and
surrender our allegiance to the boss who holds our financial
future.

How many of us who bear the name
“Christian” know absolutely nothing
of the nail prints of the cross? The
feet of too many of us have never
learned to walk with a limp due to
the pierced-ness of the cross. The
cross is not a part of our daily lives.

“God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.”

If any of these lines have moved you then I urge you to a
cross oriented response. If it has been a long time since you
purposely entered a Bible verse into your memory banks
then I recommend you respond by memorizing or rememorizing Galatians 6:14.
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“Sunday, we evangelized a group of gypsies that were living in tents near my

house in Brazil. God bless you for printing tracts in Portuguese.”

Our Letters

“Tracts are special to me as they played a part in my salvation as well as my son
when he was 7 years old”
Wisconsin
“What I read in your tracts I found very useful as to what I need to be doing as
a Christian. I am making my own “little book” about the Bible that I started
while serving a sentence in our county jail. I am making this for my children so
that one day they can understand what Christ’s mission is for them.” Tennessee

“We just came back from our annual Day of the Dead evangelistic ‘assault’ on the municipal cemetery, and
gave out about 5000 BTI tracts in just over an hour—much more than it has been in the past few years. Three
people got saved, glory to God.” Chile
“Thank you so much for your box of tracts. They came just in time. Our country was celebrating its national
holiday and thousands of people gathered in the stadium for the event. I stood at the entrance and gave out
the tracts.” Grenada

“I visited my brother in prison and gave him the ‘Transformed’ tract. I had other tracts out and a lady who was
visiting her son saw one and asked about it. I gave it to her and she then left. When I was heading to my car,
the lady came up to me and asked me how to be saved. I took her to my car and we prayed right there in the
parking lot!” Iowa
“One night I started reading the tract namely ‘How Can a Person be a Way’. When I started, it touched my
heart and my interest increased. So I started reading andPraise the Lord I am a born again Christian now. Yesterday when I got a copy of the New Testament, I was filled with joy.” Pakistan
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Our Project
Heating/AC
Our project as of
this printing has
reached $9,000.00.
We praise the Lord
for those who have
given. The total project goal is $30,000.
Thank you.
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hearers, have got more knowledge and remorse
in half an hour’s close discourse, than they did
from ten years’ public preaching. I know that
preaching the gospel publicly is the most excel-
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lent means, because we speak to many at once.
But it is usually far more effectual to preach it
privately to a particular sinner.”
Richard Baxter (1615-1691)
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Two Tracts to Speak to Hearts
Our newest tract,
a spring look
and a special
message.

A tract for May,
bless your mother
and all mothers
with this special
message.

