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Some years ago a small group of pastors met as a dis-

cussion group.  Many of these were well seasoned men.  

All of them were neck deep in practical local church 

ministry.  What brought them together?  This question:  
“How can I help my church members develop a 

personal relationship with God?” 
 

One aged leader spoke for twenty minutes or so using 

Ephesians 4 as his text.  God “gave some, …pastors 

and teachers”.  Then, this weathered servant spoke 

with the authority of Scripture and decades of godly 

service.  In part he challenged the others with these words. 

       “God has given us (pastors) as gifts to His church. Christ gave us as  

    gifts not to be worshipped but to work.  He gave us as gifts to labor,  

    not to lord.  He gave us not to be honored by the saints, but to be  

    humble before them.  Christ has called us, my brothers, to labor so  

    that our flocks look like their Lord.” 
 

With the challenge given, the discussion group got to work.  Ideas were 

thrown open to be challenged.  Scripture was read, rightly divided, and 

owned as their un-alterable guide for faith and practice.  After hours of dis-

cussion the following items came forth as their theology of a personal rela-

tionship with God. 
 

Is this list authoritative?  That is the wrong question.  The right question is 

- Is this list Biblical?  You may have other items you would put on your 

list.  You may want to rearrange this list.  The point of this article is not to 

debate the list, but to take practical steps towards being more like Jesus and 

helping others to also get there.  Two questions confront us at this point. 

 Which items am I strong or weak in on this list? 
 Which items am I doing or not doing for those in my care? 

 

#1 - Believing In Christ as Savior.  There is no relationship with a living 

God if we are spiritually dead.  However you may arrange your list this one 

must be first. 
 

#2 - Believing in the Function of The Scriptures.  God loves His Word 

even above His own name.  No one can have a healthy relationship without 

believing they must be actively connected to God’s Word. It builds our faith 
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and lights our path. 
 

#3 - Being Controlled By the Holy Spirit.  The command that believers “be filled” with the Spirit 

must take high priority.  Willfully submitting to the Spirit’s control and doing the disciplines that pro-

mote His control are things which God’s saints must do.  Saints need regular reminders in this regard. 
 

#4 - Being Committed to the Practice of Prayer.  Knowing we need to pray is a far cry from actually 

praying.  This item is one which saints often find difficult to develop.  All too often it is left undevel-

oped.  
 

#5 - Being Consistent in the Life of a Local Church.  The place and value of the local church in the 

economy of God cannot be over stated. 
 

#6 - Being a Communicator of the Gospel.  “Ye shall be witnesses unto” are Jesus’ words.  No child 

of God can be strong in the Lord if they are not talking to others outside the church about the gospel. 
 

#7 - Being Careful About Complacency.  Getting to a point where we are satisfied with our walk 

with Jesus is dangerous.  Telling ourselves that our level of development is “good enough” is a sure 

sign we are spiritually complacent. 
 

#8 - Being Consistent During Dry Seasons.  Every believer who has been saved for a while has hit a 

dry season.  It’s a time when God seems hard to hear and His Word seems to be laborious to study.  

Maintaining our spiritual disciplines in these dry seasons is critical.  The door of sweet fellowship with 

Jesus may seem closed for a time, but it will never open if we stop knocking at it. 
 

So, which of these eight items come easy to you?  Have the easy items become your measuring 

tool rather than the complete list?  We dare not rejoice in what comes easy if that hinders us from 

developing those areas where we are weak. 
 

 Which two areas are your weakest?   

 How long has this been the case?   

 How long do you plan to stay weak in that item?   

 What one overt step of obedience do you and I need to take to bolster and  

 strengthen these two areas? 
 

Our day and our culture demands that we are walking in a genuine, well-rounded relationship with 

God.  Write me and tell me which item(s) is your new life challenge. 
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 Thank you     
  Letters . . .  
 

  “Thank you for the 3,500 gospel 

tracts.  They will be put to good use in 

distribution in jails, street meetings, 

and homeless shelters and feeding the 

poor.” 
 

  Maryland 

 
 

    

   Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Before I continue, I want to thank   

 you for the good work that you have been doing to help Christians and other religious bodies to win souls for   

 Christ.  May God bless you!  I am a nineteen year old Kenyan girl from a Muslim family worshipping Mohamed.      

 I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and personal Savior four years ago after listening to your teaching through   

 the radio and also through reading your tracts.   
 

   I cried the whole week for taking the wrong way.  Your teachings touched my heart and I came to know that   

 only Jesus is the true Son of God.  He is the Way, the Truth and Life and He came to die on the cross for me to     

 be saved.  Because of that, I have stopped worshiping Mohamed and I am now a born again Christian.  Praise    

 the Lord!!  Ever since I became a Christian, my entire Muslim (Islamic) family has rejected me.  They have stop- 

 ped supplying for my school fees, so I had to drop out of school.  My parents chased me away three years ago    

 and my Muslim relatives have also chased me away. 
 

   I am asking that you pray for me so that I will continue to stand firm for the Lord.  I also want you to pray for   

 my two younger sisters that God will touch their hearts.  Thank you and God bless you for being there for those   

 in need like me. 
 

   I am writing this letter to let the whole world know the kind of people you and your ministry really are.  I have  

 been listening to your teachings, and it has given me more power to do God’s work. 
 

        Kenya 

 

 

 

Our fellow laborer in the Phil-

ippines is Quintin Lopez Go.  

Brother Go teaches in a local 

high school where he is able to 

use our tracts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a blessing to see young high 

school students reading the Word 

of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Go also helps in get-

ting our radio program on the 

air  through many stations in 

the Philippines. 

My Brothers, 

 

  “I don’t know English very well, but I write in 

English to learn this language.  Excuse the mis-

takes!   

  Jesus Christ is going back soon.  The souls are 

expiring without God.  For this reason, I can’t 

stay indolent. 

  I have delivered these literatures in hospitals, 

in squares, at schools, in banks, in stop buses, 

and so on. 

  I send to your meditation Philippians 4:15” 

 

                                           Brazil 



Written by our founder, this tract 

easily goes from national liberty  

to personal liberty found only  

in Christ.  Sin brings slavery.   

Freedom is in a person. 

Sincerity is a “drug” to a person’s 

spirit.  Sincerity about being reli-

gious and moral can make a per-

son “feel” ready to meet God.  

Many people are sincere, but  

they are sincerely wrong about 

how sin is forgiven.  If you eat poi-

son, sincere it is medicine,  you 

still die.  There is only one salva-

tion “medicine” that will save -  

that is Jesus. 

Bible Tracts Inc. is a faith ministry.  We are 
able to give away tracts and pay the shipping 
only through the faithful help of God’s people.  

Prayerfully consider being a supporter.  All 
gifts are tax deductible. 

BIBLE TRACTS, INC. 
PO Box 188 

Bloomington, IL 61702-0188 
 

Phone: 309-828-6888 

Fax: 309-828-0573 
 

Email: 

bibletractsinc@juno.com 
Web site 

www.bibletractsinc.org 

This is a great tract to use 

around any event which honors 

veterans or present day military 

personnel. 


