
out your salvation (Phil. 2:12). 

   Today when a mature saint at-
tempts to warn a younger saint of 
some life pattern,  they are attacked 
for questioning the ñlibertyò of the 
younger. We are all about liberty. So 
am I and so is God. BUT, we are 
warned to ñuse not liberty as an oc-
casion to the fleshéò (Col. 5:13). 
Almost without fail in my experience, 
it is those seeking to justify worldly 
activity who get agitated in discus-
sions over ñlibertyò. 

   In the 1800ôs, Bishop Ryle (an 
Anglican) wrote ï ñIf parents teach 
young people that there is no harm 
in the first step, they must never be 
surprised if they go on to the lastò. 
Warning Godôs people about the 
dangers of some practices, activities 
and lifestyles is not legalism.  That is 
discernment. 

   ñBe ye holy; for I am holyò is a 
great text for preaching. Every pas-
tor worthy of his calling will early 
declare this text to his people.  Je-
sus preached holiness in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. For Him holiness 
started in the heart, but it did not 
stay there. 

  Many of us grew up having ser-
mons that taught holiness. Faithful 
pastors declared the principles be-
hind holiness and then taught us 
practical lessons on how to apply 
the principles. When that is tried 
today pastors are called ñlegalisticò 
and ñpharisaicalò. Once those terms 
are applied all discussion of holi-
ness ends, labels are defended and 
people stop listening to the warn-
ings of godly men. 

  Look at present day Christianity. 
Has our fear of being labeled a 
ñlegalistò led to greater or less holi-
ness? You know the answer. Believ-
ers say they want spiritual leaders 
with discernment. They want pas-
tors, deacons, elders, and teachers 
who can perceive the present in 
light of the past and tell the direction 
things are headed. Yet, if a godly 
leader attempts to do this in areas 
of daily holiness he is branded a 
ñlegalistò. How foolish. 

TEXTS TO TRUST 

    Believers are called to holiness 
and away from worldliness. God 
called Noah to this in Genesis 8:21. 
The first century saints were too. 
Here is just a partial list of texts 
calling us to holiness. 

¶ Romans 6:12,13 ïñLet not sin 

therefore reign in your mortal 
bodyéò 

¶ Ephesians 4:22 ï ñPut off con-

cerning the former conversa-
tion the old mané.ò 

¶ James 4:4 ï ñKnow ye not that 

friendship of the world is enmi-
ty with God?ò 

¶ I  Peter 2:11 ï ñI beseech you 

as strangers and pilgrims, ab-
stain from fleshly lust, which 
war against the soul.ò 

¶ I John 2:15-17 ï ñLove not the 

world, neither the things that 
are in the worldéò 

LEGALISM OR DISCERNMENT? 

   People usually incorrectly define 
Biblical legalism.  In Scripture, le-
galism was trying to be saved by 
keeping the law or some code. 
Holiness or consecration is not 
about that at all. It is about working 
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THE GOSPEL AND  
GODLINESS 

 
    Effective soul winners 
need to be people of 
holiness and consecra-
tion. Calling sinners to a 
life of both forgiveness 
of sin and freedom from 
sin demands we model 
this gospel of freedom. 
Our gospel efforts will 
stumble if our lives are 
captured by sin habits. 
And lest we wonder 
what those habits are, 
just ask a lost person. 
Ask them if an honest 
Christian drinks alcoholic 
beverages, takes Godôs 
name half-way in vain, 
has R-rated movies as 
their favorites, and puts 
jokes with sexual innu-
endos on their Face-
book. The lost have 
standards of holiness 
even if we do not. With-
out knowing 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17 they expect us 
to live it. 

   Charles Spurgeon 
wrote these words in his 
book titled The Soul 

Winner. ñI believe that 
one reason why the 
Church of God at this 
present moment has so 
little influence over the 
world is because the 
world has so much influ-
ence over the Churchò. 
This is a quote to which 
every saint will quickly 
say ñAmen!ò.  The rub 
comes when we begin to 
identify and warn one 
another of those worldly 
influences we see in our 
midst. But isnôt that what 
Hebrews 10:22-24 calls 
us to do? 

   In the Old Testament, 
Godôs laws on how to 
practice holiness were 
laid out in detail. His laws 
affected issues related to 
the kitchen, the bedroom, 
the bathroom, the infirma-
ry, and the clothes closet. 
It affected the calendar, 
the planting of fields, and 
how clothes were put 
together and worn. Evi-
dently James 1:17 is no 
longer true. God must 
have changed.  He is no 

longer interested in these 
rooms of our homes.  
Well, that is what Iôm be-
ing told by present day 
saints, but Iôm not con-
vinced God has changed. 

   Soul winning will be 
impacted when we pray 
honestly that the Holy 
Spirit teaches us what HE 
means by the word 
ñwhatsoeverò in I Corin-
thians 10:31. If it encom-
passes our eating and our 
drinking, I wonder what 
else it takes in? 

   To those who may think 
I have said too much, you 
have no idea of what I 
have held back. For those 
who think I have not gone 
far enough, you would not 
want me to go further. I 
just may hit you where 
you live or vice versa. In 
our passion to declare the 
gospel to lost men let us 
not abandon the practice 
of holiness while living 
among lost men. 
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