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The Barricades of God
Have you seen the barricades? Go to any large city. Look near any key
government building and you will find barricades. The threat of terrorism and mass destruction has been moving law enforcement agencies to
find ways to try and prevent the killing and destruction. They want to
protect lives and property.
Jesus said - “Enter ye in at the straight gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go
in there at:” (Matthew 7:13).
Jesus is warning of the eternal destruction of men’s souls! “All have
sinned” against God (Romans 3:23). Our sin has earned us eternal destruction in hell because, “The wages of sin is death!” (Romans 6:23).
We would consider human leaders to be negligent if they failed to erect
obstacles to prevent “potential” destruction by terrorists. God knows of
the actual coming destruction and eternal death of people. He has erected barricades to keep them from hell!
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1. The Barricade of the Bible
God gave His Word to be a lamp and light for our lives. “These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye might know that ye have eternal life…” (1 John 5:13). “But
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through His name” (John 20:31). God gave us the barricade of His Word that we might live and
not die. He anchored His Word in the rock of His protective care to ensure it would always be there.

2. The Barricade of Creation
While the debates between evolutionists and creationists will be unending, so too is the voice of God’s creation. It remains loud and clear. “The
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). The clear statement of Romans 1:20 says, “The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse”. God gave the barricade of
His creation.
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3. The Barricade of the Church
Jesus said He would build His Church. Why? He designed it to be
“the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Jesus commissioned the church to “go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature (person)” (Mark 16:15). God gave His
Church to be a barricade to death and destruction.

4. The Barricade of Conscience
God’s Word says that people show they are aware of God’s moral law.
They inwardly know right from wrong and show it in various ways. He says
it is “written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another” (Romans
2:15). God does not want sinners to go into eternal death so He gave us our
conscience as a barricade to destruction.

5. The Barricade of His Son
“The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
“God…hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son…” (Hebrews 1:1-2). Jesus said
this about Himself. “For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through Him might be saved” (John 3:17).
The most famous Bible verse of all says – “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). “God commendeth (exhibited) His love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
Even after watching Jesus’ life and seeing His miracles many people refused to believe
on Him and escape the destruction of hell. Why? Jesus told these people this. “Ye will
not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:40).
God has placed barricades in our world so that sinners would not go into destruction.
You and I are part of His barricade system. Reading about God’s barricades does not
mean we are one. Thinking about being a barricade does not make us one.
Recently I was with a family that has young children. At two places in their home they
had placed barricades. The mom and dad have taken their parenting role seriously.
They placed the barricades in their home not to prevent them from the accusation of child neglect. They put up
the barriers because they love their children.
God loves sinners so He erected barricades. Let His love activate us to be barricades. We are to act “in Christ’s
stead” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Let us act as barricades. Let us stand in the path of willful, hell-bent people with
the gospel of grace, love and mercy . . . “in Christ’s stead”.
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Memorials and Honorariums
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February in Cuba
As you receive this bulletin, Pastor Mark is either in Cuba or has just arrived home
from there. From Feb. 3-8 he will be participating in a church leaders’ conference during the day and speaking in local churches at night. He will be seeing how to best help
the national workers produce gospel tracts to strengthen their evangelism efforts.
If your church would like to schedule a time for an in person report on what the
work of the gospel looks like in Cuba, please contact our office. Bro. Mark’s schedule
still has some open dates at the end of February and in March and April.

Christmas Testimony
“Merry Christmas! Well, I’m an inmate ... in Wisconsin, because of my wicked past crimes. Yet I thank God for
prison, because I had to hit rock bottom for the Lord to get my attention, and bring me to repentance. Thankfully,
He is the God of 2nd chances! My mom’s pastor had counselled me at the beginning, I turned myself in and accepted responsibility for my actions - but also trusted the Lord with my money by always giving my tithe, even
when it seemed financially impossible. Yet the Lord has always proved Himself faithful, as He always met my
needs. I listen to WVCY 107.1 FM. During my first 7 years in prison, I’d hear of needs through radio programs
...how I wished I could give more , but couldn’t. Yet the Lord heard my heart cry and answered that prayer.
Through an inheritance, now I’m able to support many Christian ministries... During my years in prison, I’ll be able
to give far more then I could have if I was still free. Because of my crime and sentence length, I’m unable to be
part of any church or Christian ministry. Yet God in His grace, has given me a unique opportunity to serve others...from within prison! Sadly, my brother died an atheist- his money couldn’t help him. But now it is used to support Christian ministries that preach the Gospel! I find comfort from his loss knowing that the loved ones of others
will come to the Savior through his savings. Keep preaching the Gospel! Thank you.”
(this note came to BTI with a generous gift)
~Wisconsin

B i b l e Tr a c t s , I n c .
PO Box 188
Bloomington, IL 61702-0188
Phone: 309-828-6888
Fax: 309-828-0573
E-mail: info@bibletractsinc.org

How Do We Do This?

We’re on the web
www.bibletractsinc.org

How serious do most recruits
take life and death? Their level of
seriousness goes up once training
begins. Many coming home from
training or deployment are open to
the issues of life and death. This
tract is powerful and clear and it
will speak to both the saved and the
lost.

The Word of God to all the World
. . . 80 Years and Counting

Bible Tracts, Inc. is a faith ministry.
We are able to give away tracts and pay the
shipping only through the faithful help of
God’s people. Prayerfully consider supporting us and help us reach souls all over the
world. All gifts are tax deductible.

This simple question haunts all
people in all cultures. It has through
all eras. Can you Biblically answer
it? Sixteen Bible verses declare that
whether you die “in Christ” or die
“in sin” makes all the difference in
the world. The eye catching cover
will draw in readers.

Many people use this tract at
Easter time, due to the lilies on the
front. This tract is short, clear, and
simple. Jesus is the Right Man,
the Risen Man, but must be the
Received Man.

