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The Cost of Coming Home
“She must be home for Christmas!” That was the non-debatable edict made by
my wife as she looked me straight in the eye. It had been almost a year since
mother and daughter had been in the same room. Both needed each other. The
issue was not up for discussion, only action. Our Sarah must be home for Christmas. My assignment - make it happen.
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How small my assignment was in contrast with God’s. “Salvation must come to
earth!” That was His edict. There would be no debate. All that was left was to
make salvation happen. The Savior MUST come.
In my case, all available resources must be brought to bear. What “tools” were at
my disposal to get Sarah home? My mind whirled with questions. Should I drive
and get her? It’s thirteen hours one way and then I’d have to take her back. Do I
drive my twelve year old
car or rent? What would
gas cost? Hotel or just
drive down and back? Maybe I should fly her home.
What’ll that cost? All the
while mother’s words
rang clear in my head.
“She must be home for
Christmas!”
God, too, had details
His plan to bring salvaeven before He made
resources. What

and resources to consider.
tion to men had been set
man. But, His plan required
“tools” would God need?

Could He find an untainted vessel through which salvation’s person could be
born? Could such godliness
be found among the
daughters of the tribe of Judah? And the man, there must be a man. God’s plan required a man of great
faithfulness and loyalty. It needed a man who would surrender himself, his reputation, and his life to care for a child not his own.
What about the Savior’s announcement? There must be an announcement! The
Savior cannot arrive without that! Who would be given THIS assignment? How
should it be done? Make no mistake, the Evil One would be watching. His wicked
notice would require a protection plan and extra finances. Where would God find
these?
My wife’s heart hurt. It hurt due to her love for just one daughter, a daughter who
lived far away. This hurt meant that every facet of our family’s resources would be
brought to bear. Mother’s hurt must be eased. Her child MUST come home!

Merry Christmas From Our Staff
Pastor Mark Smith
Director

Luke 2:11
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”
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God’s heart also hurt. His hurt was for a world of daughters and sons who were far off from Him. He hurt for
them as a collection of humanity, but He hurt over them, too, as individual souls.
I could measure in miles the distance away my Sarah was from home. All I had to do was click on my
Mapquest program and it would tell me all I needed to know. But, how do you measure just how far away we
are from God? He had given us word pictures trying to help us grasp this distance, but they were human
words. They could not fully detail the eternal distance to which sin had driven men.
The only true measure of humanity's “far-offness” from its Creator could be the resources it took to bring us
home. Christmas is about bringing sinners home. Christ left home to bring sinners home. An entourage of
wise men left home because God was bringing sinners home.
Oh, friend, there is a far greater holiday coming. God will bring His saints home to Himself. What a grand celebration there will be. What a meal will be served. What gifts of glorious crowns will be given. All of this is
premised, though, on your measuring the distance you are from God due to your sin. You must receive The
Resource, that One and only Resource God will ever give that you can draw near to Him. “For God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”
To go home to God, you must receive His Son, His Resource. Jesus alone can bring
you home to The Father. Have you trusted God’s Son to bring you home to Him?
Why not come to Him now?
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
In Memory of :

Given by :

Christian ministries look forward to
the help of year end gifts. BTI is no
different. Would you please consider
these opportunities :

Barbara Messer

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Messer

Barbara Messer

Mrs. Bernadyne Snook



a year end gift to BTI and

Mrs. Thelma Lindsey

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lentz



Peggy Ingham

Mr. & Mrs. George Abbas, Jr

including BTI in your estate
planning.

Marvin Morgan

Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Hoffman

Blessed are the memories of those who lived to
serve Christ and died in the security of Christ.

We already know of new ventures
that are open to us in 2017. This will
require more tracts, but it also means
more souls saved and churches planted. Your gift will help us seize these
gospel opportunities. Thank you!

The Published Report of Bible Tracts, Inc. and
Bible Tract Echoes
A Non-Profit Worldwide Ministry Dedicated to the Free Distribution of Gospel Tracts
Supported by Freewill Gifts
Executive Director - Pastor Mark Smith
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Ryan Banman, Darrell Beernink, Chad Buhman, Troy Crain,
Ken Devore, Joey Watt, Ralph Wingate, Jr., and Clair Saliers, emeritus
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Letters that warm our hearts !

I just wanted to write you a line or two and tell you
how thankful my husband Mike and I are for the
work you do. We love your Bible Tracts and love
giving them out. Please pray for us as we give them
out. So many people I have run across don’t even
want to read them or take them. I’ve never had this
problem before, so I know the end is near. I want
to put God’s word into many hands that truly need
it. Please pray for us and those we give tracts to,
as we pray for you. Thank God for prayers!
Virginia

I just love the way Pastor Mark Smith challenges his
listening audience every day to be soul winners for
Christ. This dovetails nicely with the vision we have
at out church, Falls Baptist Church. God bless, may
He receive the glory through your ministry.
Wisconsin

Kenya Email !
53 Muslim teens came to Christ.
They read our tracts and listen to
our broadcasts via internet. Their
lives are now being threatened.

HALF MILLION HINDUS RECEIVED TRACTS IN SEPTEMBER

2,500 have received
Christ to date!

“You have cancer. It has
spread to your spine and
ribs.” The writer heard

these words and died of cancer. He understood terminal
illness. People whose hearts
are traumatized really can
experience inner peace. It
comes by knowing Christ as
Savior. This tract is clear,
gentle, and loving.

Many people are actually confused as to what the golden rule
is. Many are confused as to its
purpose. This tract explains the
rule and its purpose. It also
states why it cannot save you
from sin. The truth that salvation is in the person of Jesus
and not in a rule is made very
clear.

Many plan the details for when
they will physically die. Sadly, a
majority of folk think little about
their eternal existence once the
funeral is over. Is death a topic
people enjoy contemplating?
NO, but it is the inevitable fact
for all. How can a person plan to
spend eternity in heaven? This
tract answers that question.

It looks like a credit card, but it is a tract. A simple gospel outline is on the back of this credit card size tract.
Christ died to pay the charges which our sins have
placed on our record before God. This is a great gospel
tool to use when leaving a tip.
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