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     “Joy to the world!”   These four 

words epitomize Christmas.  We can 
hardly say them without adding the 

words – “the Lord has come!” 
     Joy is at the heart of the Christmas 
story.  Christmas is about the very mes-
sage of joy.  If there is no joy in our cele-
brations then we have messed up the 
Christmas story.  The whole story of Je-
sus’ birth is permeated with joy and it 
was designed to produce joy.  Is there 
joy in your soul today simply because 
Christmas is upon us? 

     Luke 2 answers a number of ques-
tions for us.  It tells us why Joseph and 
Mary were there.  It unites the heavenly 
and the humble sides of Christmas.       

A sky full of angels proclaimed heaven’s 
side.  “Glory to God in the high-

est!”   God’s glory is the “BIG” story 
here. 

     When the shepherds were told, “You 

shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger”, the humble side was re-
vealed.  The conditions surrounding the 
manger were humbling.  The cloud over 
Mary’s pregnancy was humbling.  Dear 
reader, should you find yourself in a 
humbled state this Christmas let me 
urge you to rejoice.  Do so not because 
of your state but due to your identity with 
Jesus. 

     “For unto you is born this day…

a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”   
There is great joy in the uniqueness of the 
Christmas message. 

     This joyful message was pre-figured, 
predicted and proclaimed.  His birth was in 
the city of David.  David pre-figured our 
Savior.  At a time of national crisis a shep-
herd boy stepped onto the scene.  The 
exploits of this shepherd/king are legend-
ary.  They thrill our hearts to this day – 
whether told in Sunday School or around 
camp fires. 

     David was a deliverer who slew bears, 
lions, and giants.  Into his city came a new 
deliverer.  Jesus, like David, would be loyal 
to His father.  Jesus, like David, would be 
pushed aside by His brothers.  Jesus, like 
David, would bring joy to His people, but 

only after they chose to follow Him.  A 
greater joy can now come because a 
greater deliverer had come! 

     Jesus’ birth was a predicted message.  
Zechariah foretold that a deliverer would 
come.  Micah foretold the place He would 
be born.  The star which the wise men fol-
lowed was a predicted signal of His com-
ing. 

     Jesus’ birth was also a proclaimed 
message.  It was proclaimed by angels!  
True, angels had announced births before, 
but never like this.  Before, there were nev-
er this many angels.  Before, there was 
never the glory of God identified.  Before, 
there was never a title like this assigned.  
Now was being proclaimed that “THE” 
Christ had come!  That is a message of 
joy! Pastor Mark Smith, 
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     Luke’s gospel goes on to say, “Which shall be to 

all people.”  Here we find our boast, our business, and 
our burden. 

     OUR BOAST:  Those who have found and received 
Jesus as Savior possess the universal solution.  We 
need not find a different Savior for different culture 
groups.  We can boast in this.  We have the message 
which meets the deepest and the eternal needs of all 
people. 

     OUR BUSINESS:  The announcing of the joy found 
in our Savior has become our chief business.  The na-
tion of the Jews was to be a light to the Gentiles.  In this 
Church Age, we are to be lights to the whole world.  Are 
we being any more effective than the Israelites?  Have 
you and I recently been about “our Father’s business”? 

     OUR BURDEN:  We have been called to bear the 
weight of the spiritual deadness of those around us.  So 
many believers can quote the message of Christmas, 
but so few understand its burden.  Out of the few who 
grasp the burden of the message of Christ’s joy, only a 
handful act upon it.  The four lepers in 2 Kings 7 found a 

message of great joy, but they also felt the burden of 
that message.  “We do not well”, they told themselves.  
“This day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace.”  They felt a burden. 

     Those quoted words come from 2 Kings 7:9.  Let me 
quote even more.  The lepers said, “…we hold our 

peace, if we tarry till morning light, some mis-

chief will come upon us…”   Maybe the present 
moral mess of our nation and the mocking of the church 
by society are the mischief, the chastening, because we 
have held our peace. 

 

What will we do with God’s  
message of joy today? 

A Universal MessageA Universal MessageA Universal Message   

  “Thank you for all that you do in printing 

Tracts and winning precious souls to the 

Savior, Jesus.  Keep up the good work of 

witnessing.”  

                       ~Nebraska 

   “Thank you for your ministry.   It has really helped 
me here in reaching the lost for Christ in my immedi-
ate neighborhood and city of San Antonio, TX.   I do 
quite a bit of bible tract distribution in apartment com-
plexes in my immediate neighborhood.   I also distrib-
ute the tracts when I do my street outreach ministry.  
They go fast…. Thank you so much for the gift of 
these tracts.   I believe that they go a long way as His 
word never returns void.” 

                                               ~Texas 

“Thank you for working hard 
to produce the radio program.  

I think you say more in 10 
minutes than most pastors say 

in 30 minutes. Thank you!” 

                       ~ South Dakota 

 “Thank you for printing the Bible 

tracts.  I know they reach many 

people.  We have many Spanish  

inmates here, but they speak very 

little English...I know I can reach 

them with your Spanish tracts and 

prayer.  May God bless your  

ministry.” 

               ~ Wisconsin 

Testimonies and Notes 

Recently 314,000 of our 

tracts were used in an out-

reach in Puerto Rico!    PTL ! 
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Memorials and Honorariums 
        In  Memory  of:      Given  by: 

     Kenneth Range          Janice Wheatley 

     John Beery           East Park Bapt. Ch., Decatur IL 

     Kenneth Range          Kim Gebhardt 

     Willis Weaver          Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Monical 

     Vernon H. Swoboda, Jr.         Veronica Swoboda 

     Genevieve Starkey                      Janice Wheatley 
 

        In  Honor  of:       Given  by: 

     Mr. & Mrs. Warren Kauffmann        Mr. & Mrs. Stew Lyman & Sarah 

 

Published Report of  

Bible Tracts, Inc.  and 

Bible Tract Echoes 
 

Executive Director:     Mark Smith  
 

Board of Directors: 

Ryan Banman,  Darrell Beernink,   

Chad Buhman,  Troy Crain,  Ken Devore,   

Joey Watt,  and  Ralph Wingate, Jr. 

 New Indianapolis Station 

 

    We are first and foremost a gospel tract ministry, but we also produce a radio pro-

gram.  “Bible Tract Echoes” (BTE) has been airing since 1957.  That is 60 years of 

gospel broadcasting, 5 days a week. 

     WBRI in Indianapolis, IN is our newest station.  The station is heard at 1500AM 

and 96.7FM.  It serves an area of 1.8 million people. 

     BTE has just two goals for every broadcast.  First, Pastor Mark promotes tracts.  Second, he teaches 

through books of the Bible.  At present, he is teaching  “Amos -The Farmer Who Breathed Fire”. 

     Anyone can enjoy the program.  Many people in the USA and across the world listen to our website.  One 

week, in Kenya, 53 Muslim teenagers came to Christ by reading our tracts and listening to our broadcasts! 

     Some radio stations and networks air our program for free while others we must 

pay for our 15 minute daily time slots.  “Bible Tract Echoes” would make a great mis-

sionary project for your church, business, or family. 

     Consider helping us teach the Bible and preach the gospel 5 days a week.  Pray 

about being a radio supporter.  Go to our website and listen to a broadcast.  We think 

you will appreciate the clear, simple, accurate Bible teaching. 

FEBRUARY   CUBA   TRIP 
  

Pastor Mark will be in Cuba for 10 days: 

  teaching leaders and  

 preaching in churches .  
 

This is sponsored by N.O.W. Ministries.  In 2010 NOW 
opened the door for Bible Tracts to print tracts there.  

*  Your help with the trip expenses would be  
appreciated.  Please mark your gift  -  “CUBA TRIP”. 

 Thank you ! 



PO Box 188 

Bloomington, IL  61702-0188 

Bible Tracts, Inc. 

Phone: 309-828-6888 

Fax: 309-828-0573 

E-mail: bibletractsinc@juno.com 

How Do We Do This? 

  Bible Tracts, Inc. is a faith ministry.   

 We are able to give away tracts and pay the 

shipping only through the faithful help of  

       God’s people.   

 Prayerfully consider supporting us and help   

us reach souls all over the world.   
 

 All gifts are tax deductible.   

We're on the web! 

bibletractsinc.org 

When You 

Meet God 

Most people grasp that they will 

one day stand before God.  This 

tract starts with that premise.  

Are people ready to meet Him?  

The clear truth of man’s sinful 

state and his unpreparedness to 

meet a holy God are Biblically 

laid out.  Then the willingness of 

God to forgive sin is presented.  

This is an effective gospel tract. 

This is designed to be a first 

touch tract.  It expects the read-

er to know nothing about God’s 

Word. It asks questions like:   

 Who is God?   Where did we 

come from?   Who is the devil?  

What is sin?   Who is Jesus?   

All the questions are answered 

simply and clearly.  Beautiful 

pictures make this a tract that 

will be picked up and read. 

Mormon Evangelism -  that is 
the first goal of this tract.  But, 
the word “Mormon” is never 
used in it.  That makes this tract 
effective with anyone trusting in 
a religious system or priest to 
get to heaven.  The reading 
style is very simple, quick, and 
up-to-date. 

The Word of God  

to All the World 


