
graphically and brought 

Joseph and Mary to Beth-

lehem (Micah 5:2). Ful-

filling His Word was of 

higher priority with God 

than caring about Mary’s 

personal comfort at the 

end of her pregnancy. 

 God had revealed His 

plan for Messiah’s birth to 

both Mary and Joseph. 

With that plan known, I  

wonder if they were sur-

prised by the political 

moves that pushed them 

to Bethlehem. 

 On July 25, 1978 a 

baby was born in Oldham, 

England. Headlines were 

made as Louise Brown, the 

test tube baby, entered the 

world. Media people from 

all over the world flocked 

to her door. This birth 

made news, made her par-

ents wealthy, and stirred 

up debate. Articles  from 

the medical, religious, and 

social communities came 

swiftly. Why? It was over 

the method of conception. 

 The birth of Jesus con-

tinues to stir up writers 

and speakers. And, why? It 

is all over the method of 

His conception. The con-

ception of Jesus was a 

miracle. God’s messenger 

stated it this way. 

“The Holy Ghost shall 

come upon thee, and the 

power of the Highest shall 

overshadow thee: there-

fore also that holy thing 

which shall be born of thee 

shall be called the Son of 

God.” Luke 1:35 

 Of the eighty verses of 

Luke 1 almost half are 

taken up with the revealing 

of Jesus’ birth to Mary. 

Interesting isn’t it? Luke, 

the medical man, takes 

this amount of space deal-

ing with the revelation of 

the method of birth. But 

Dr. Luke is not finished. 

 In the second chapter 

Luke documents the birth 

itself. There are major con-

trasts to the birth stories of 

Louise and Jesus. Every 

minute detail of her birth 

made major headlines. Yet, 

in Jesus’ case, God held 

back Dr. Luke’s pen so that 

he touches only the high-

lights. What does he rec-

ord? 

“And so it was, that, while 

they were there, the days 

were accomplished that 

she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her 

first born son, and wrapped 

him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manger; 

because there was no room 

for them in the inn.” 

 Luke 2:6, 7 

THE ARRANGEMENT 

 What God gave us was 

not the minutiae of medical 

information. What was criti-

cal in God’s eye for us to 

see is how He arranged 

Jesus’ birth. Providence is 

all over the opening verses 

of Luke 2. 

 God was providentially 

arranging things to coincide 

with Old Testament prophe-

cies. Caesar’s taxation de-

cree moved people geo-
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Now when Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Ju-
daea in the days of Her-
od the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, say-
ing, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come 

to worship him. 

Matthew 2:1-2 
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THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 

 After all the supernatu-

ral events surrounding Je-

sus’ birth announcement, 

His actual birth happened 

very naturally. There were 

no medical teams.  There 

were angels involved, but 

they were not at the birth 

place. They were out with 

shepherds. 

 We preachers are 

known for embellishing 

Biblical narratives. That is 

okay.  But, as we read 

Luke’s account, there is no 

embellishment and no rec-

ord of unexplainable phe-

nomena  around the man-

ger. All we see is the natu-

ral, earth birth of the Son 

of God. 

THE ASSOCIATION 

 There is, though, one 

unique feature of Jesus’ 

birth. It is its humbleness. 

Almost everything sur-

rounding it displays humili-

ty.  Joseph was a carpen-

ter. This was not a high 

paying profession. Jesus 

became a carpenter (Mark 

6:3).  That is humbling.  

Mary had “that” stigma. 

She was that pregnant 

woman who was not mar-

ried. That was humbling. 

 Then 

there was 

the hu-

mility of 

the birth 

place. 

Whether 

you hold 

that He 

was born 

in a sta-

ble or a cave, it matters 

little. Jesus was absolutely 

not born in an inn. But, 

what inn keeper wants the 

likes of night shepherds 

showing up at his place of 

business. Respectable 

people stayed in his inn. 

Shepherds were not re-

spectable. Long before 

the wise men showed up 

at the home of the boy 

Jesus, He was worshipped 

by the lives of unrespecta-

ble shepherds. That was 

humbling. 

 The lowliness of Je-

sus’ life and story are far 

from over.  He humbled 

Himself to parental authori-

ty and occupation. He hum-

bled Himself in that He had 

nowhere to lay His head. 

And, the 

ultimate 

humility 

was that 

He en-

dured 

cross 

death 

with all 

the vi-

ciousness and violence 

leading up to it. 

 Two elements have 

captured my attention this 

Christmas season. They are 

the providence and the 

poorness of Jesus’ virgin 

birth. Are you and I watch-

ing the present world scene 

with these two elements in 

mind? 

 God providentially 

moved people back then 

and He is doing it again. Not 

all the people moved by 

Caesar’s decree were God 

followers. Most had no 

thoughts of God in their 

minds. Today masses of 

people are moving providen-

tially. Among them are some 

genuine God followers. We 

were not there to aid Mary 

and Joseph in their move, 

but we “say” we wish we 

could have. But we are here 

today.  Are we moved to aid 

believers being dislocated 

today? 

 God used the poor then 

and He is doing so today. 

The greatest revivals today 

are not in the West. They are 

in areas where the economy 

is bleak. Yet, that’s where 

the gospel is having its 

greatest impact. 

 Is my life and church 

engaged where God’s provi-

dence and human poorness 

meet? Is yours?  

 God’s providence 

brought wise men to the 

dislocated lives of Joseph 

and Mary. Their finances 

aided Jesus’ family as they 

were pushed from place to 

place due to political in-

trigue. Is this part of the 

Christmas story we have 

failed to personalize? 

TESTIMONY 

 I just want to use this opportunity to thank you for the awesome work you are doing to further 
the cause of our savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Our ministry is relatively small and it is a local indigenous ministry.  We are however, heavily in-
volved in tract distribution.  Distributing as much as over 4,000 each month as the Lord provides.  We 
are so blessed as we see results of what the Lord is able to do through His word (The Gospel tract). 
 We might not be able to send you an offering immediately, but we believe in the days ahead, we 
will be able to do so no matter how small. 
 May the good Lord continue to aid and use you for His glory.  God richly bless you. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           Ghana 
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 Norma Monson    Dwaine & Evelyn Peterson 

 Wilma Smith     Mr. & Mrs. Windell Kessinger 

 Pastor Ron Thacker   Mr. & Mrs. Windell Kessinger 
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Mailing Costs at Bible 

Tracts 
Here is a sample of our mailing costs: 

  SAMPLE PACKET :  42 tracts costs $2.53  to 

send in the United States.  We mail out about 375 

per month.  A foreign sample packet of 18 tracts 

costs $4.32. We send out 25 per month. 
 

  BOXED TRACTS : Out of our office we send 

approximately 70,000 tracts via USPS per month.   

Depending on the tract size 1,000 tracts cost 

about $12 and 2,000 tracts cost about $22. 
 

  FOREIGN SHIPMENTS : Each month we send 

out one large foreign shipment.  It takes about 2 

months for the tracts to arrive at their destination.  

The average cost is about $1,500. 
 

  2015 : So far this year our total mailing costs 

exceed $22,000.   

Your support enables us to  
ship tracts all over the world.   

Thank You ! 

QUESTION 

ABOUT EATING 
 

   This question about 

eating was asked me 

three times in one 

month.  At Christmas 

time we eat so let’s 

answer the question. 
 

Question:  Does what we eat make us more 
spiritual or less spiritual? 

Answer:   Our spirituality and acceptance with God is 

based solely on what Jesus accomplished for us through 

the cross and empty tomb.  We stand “complete” in Jesus 

(Col. 2:8-10). “Complete” means to fill up, fill out, and to 

be finished.  It is used of fulfilling Scripture (Mt.1:22), of  

Jesus fulfilling the Law (Mt. 5:17), of Him being filled with 

wisdom (Lk. 2:40), and of a sermon being totally ended 

and done (Lk. 7:1). 
 

   How a person is made right or complete with God is 

through believing the gospel (I Cor. 15:1-4). The gospel is 

not a life style; it is the Person and work of Christ. What we 

eat or don’t eat can impact our physical health but not our 

spiritual health (Mk 7:14-23; Rom. 14:2-3; I Cor. 8:8; Col. 

2:16). 

   Do some saints have very disciplined eating habits? Yes. 

Is that wrong? No. Should they impose their dietary code 

on others saying it will increase godliness? No. What you 

do or do not eat is between you and the Lord. Obviously 

God’s principles found in I Cor. 6:12; 10:23, 31 ought to 

impact our thinking on this and other issues. 
 

What does affect our godliness?   The greatest com-

mand and measure of our spirituality is our love for God.  

There are four spiritual practices that impact this love. 

They are: 1) daily time in the Word, 2) regular prayer 

times, 3) fellowship with other saints, and 4) sharing the 

gospel.  These four have a direct impact on our Christlike-

ness, which is what spirituality is all about.   

Of  Course  Healthy  People  
Don’t  Need  a Doctor 

 

An 8 year old boy from South Dakota 
sent me his tract.   I met Nathan Smidt 
at a father/son retreat.  When he got 
home he wrote a tract. 
 

Nathan began with a “hook” to gain the 
reader’s attention.  Do healthy people 
need a doctor?    Of course they don’t.  
The tract declares the question is silly. 
Nathan then says Jesus came to be like 
a doctor. 
 

What impressed me was how clearly this 
young man expressed the gospel!  He 
used John 3:16 and he included a sample 
prayer to receive Jesus.   
 

If an 8 year old can make the gospel 
clear then the rest of us can too. 
Amen?!   



What God Wants 

Everyone to Know 
 

Another tract designed as a 

first touch approach to a lost 

person.  Who is God? Where 

did He come from?  Who is the 

devil?  What is sin?  Who is 

Jesus?   These and other ques-

tions are answered simply and 

clearly.  The eye catching face  

makes this tract one that will 

be picked up and read. 

You Can Know 

The subtitle is “Real Answers 

to Eternal Issues.”  This tract 

begins by declaring that we 

can know about eternity.  We 

can know where we will be 

after we die.  We can know 

with certainty that we will be in 

heaven.  Many Bible verses are 

included in this tract.  This can 

help new converts. 
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Bloomington, IL  61702-0188 

Phone:  309-828-6888 

Fax:  309-828-0573 
  

 bibletractsinc@juno.com 
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Born Again 
 

Almost every person has heard 

the words “born again.”  So few 

know what they mean from 

God’s Word.  Since Jesus used 

them we need to let Him      

explain them. 

This tract clearly tells what 

“born again” means and how it 

happens.  It makes clear that 

being “born again” is God’s 

way to enter heaven. 

Donate quickly and securely online via  

PayPal on our website.  Go to the bottom of 

the main page, enter the amount of your 

donation and click on the  

Donate button. 


