
Some years ago the Gallup organization 
polled the Christian community.  They found 
that only 12% were committed to make any 
real changes.  When shown changes which 
would promote godliness in themselves and 
have an impact on the lost, only 12% said 
they would alter their life and that of their chil-
dren to gain these benefits. 
 

So, let’s ask ourselves some honest ques-
tions.  

 Am I part of the 12% or the other 88?  
 

 If prompted by God, would I actually make 

visible changes?  
 

Zechariah 8 was written to people in need of 
change.   Twenty years earlier they returned 
from Babylon.  They rebuilt the altar and be-
gan sacrificing again.  But within two years 
they stopped.  They got preoccupied with 
their own houses and lives. It stayed this way 
for sixteen years. 
 

So, God sent the prophets Haggai and Zech-
ariah.  Their preaching got the rebuilding go-
ing again, but it also moved the people to ask 
good questions about worship. 
 

They asked whether they should continue 
some fasting events (7:3).  You see, during 
their captivity the Jews added four fasts to 
what God established.  Their fasts centered 
on remembering the destruction of Jerusalem 
and their captivity.  Being now back and wor-
shipping again, they asked if they should con-
tinue these fasts.  Good question. 
 

In every era God has been in the business of 
changing His saints.  In Zechariah’s day it 
was no different.  He wanted to change their: 
- desolation to population   7:14; 8:5,6; 
- scattering to gathering   8:7,8; 
- poverty to plenty        8:10-12; 
- reproach to honor    8:23;  and 
- being cursed to being a blessing   8:13. 

These changes must have sounded 
sweet to the people. 
 

PROMISE  ANNOUNCED  (8:1-8) 

 

Their simple fasting question received 
an involved answer.  In Zech. 7-8 
God’s answer centers around a prom-
ise (8:7-8).  God would gather Jews 
from wherever they were scattered.  
Why? They were “My People”, God 
said.  
 

The REASON for this promise is sim-
ple (v.2).  God was passionate about 
His people.  He was jealous over them.  
They affected His heart.  Jerusalem’s 
streets would once again be filled with 
both the old and the young. 
(Interesting: a society blessed by God 
has both old and young as part of it. A 
thought for churches to ponder.) 
 

God then describes His REMNANT 
(v.6-8).  Those He regathers would  be 
amazed.  Returning would be marvel-
ous in their eyes.  Most importantly, 
they would be authentic.  Those re-
turning would have hearts walking in 
truth and righteousness.   
 

PRESENT ASSIGNMENT (v.9-17) 

 

Okay, so God will regather the people 
sometime in the future.  Great!  But, 
what were they to do about these fast-
ing times now?  God answers that, but 
His answer was not glamourous or at-
tention grabbing.  His instructions rare-
ly are.  God’s promise about the future 
brought a call to change in the here 
and now. 
 

Those living at Jerusalem were to do 
two things - Temple Work and Truth 
Work.  In v.9, 16, and 17 their work 
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was laid out.  God calls for:  a) strong hands 
and listening ears, b) personal truthfulness 
and societal justice, c) loving their neighbor 
and to stop lying under oath.  Put into a sim-
ple formula, God prescribed . . . 

1 part hard work,  5 parts heart work. 
God always emphasizes the heart.  They 
asked about worship actions and God 
goes after worship attitudes. 
 

God confronted their hearts.  They asked 
about doing the fasts, but God deals with 
their attitudes behind the fasts.  The return-
ees had become just like their ancestors 
who were sent into captivity.  They had old 
generation hearts. 
 

Their fasts designed to promote broken 
heartedness no longer did.  They fasted out 
of self-pity!  They did religious activities, but 
the grief they felt was over their PHYSICAL 
condition, not their SPIRITUAL condition.   
 

PRECISE  ANSWER   (v.18, 19) 

 

Finally,  God answers the fasting question.  
It is prophetic, looking to the Messianic king-
dom.   God will turn these sad fasts into joy-
ous events.  That is His long term answer. 
 

The short term answer was this.  In light of 
the glorious future those living right then and 
there were to start to “love the truth and 
peace” (19).  Though these Jews were not 
enjoying the promise, they were to start en-
acting the heart attitudes foretold in the 
promise. 
 

PREDICTION  AWAITS   (v.20-23) 

 

God’s Kingdom age promises will make mar
-velous things happen.  There will be a great 

interest by non-Jews to be in Jerusalem.  
The regathered Jews will be a magnet to 
Gentiles due to their authentic hearts and 

joyous worship.  God describes it this way.   

  “In those days it shall come to 

pass, that ten men shall take hold 

out of all languages of the nations, 
even shall take hold of the skirt of 

him that is a Jew, saying, ‘We will 

go with you: for we have heard  

that God is with you’.”  
 

SO  WHAT? 

 

Zechariah was a post exilic prophet.  He 
preached to the returning Jews about their 
future.  This is not a passage written to The 
Church.  So what are Church Age saints to 
do with all this?  Here are some take away 
lessons I think are appropriate. 
 

1 - When God promises a glorious future 
someday, those hearing about it ought to 

change their lives in light of it this day.   
 

2 - The heart condition God will develop in 
a future,  perfect era is what we must seek 

to develop in our present, messy era.  
 

3 - The magnetic power of authentic lives 
and worship in a future day is an effect 
that can be foreshadowed in our day. 

 

  We all “say” we want our church to be a 
magnet for lost souls.  Talk, though, is 
cheap.  What changes are we ready to en-
act to see that happen?   What would a lo-
cal church look like whose members wor-
shipped with authentic hearts?  What do we 
see in the worship of Revelation 5 that 
needs to be foreshadowed in my church 
this coming Sunday?   
 

So, let’s ask. “Am I a 12% Chris-

tian or part of the 88%?” 
 

What changes am I REALLY willing to 
make?  Which ones WILL I make?  
 

Sometimes less is really more. 
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Pastor Mark with our key India 
partner - Suresh Sammangi 

Pray for India 
 

1 Million tracts 
were recently 
printed there.   

A major evange-
lism outreach is 
going on NOW ! 
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I was amazed when I heard the stories 
from our people in India.  Our tracts 
have been reaching in India.  Many 
people heard the gospel through our 
tracts and received Christ. Please pray 
for them, it’s really tough days here.  
Hindu mobs are attacking Christian 
people.  They are not allowing us to 
distribute tracts or Bibles. One man 
received our tracts and said, “This tract 
saved me from committing suicide.  Now 
I have purpose to live . . . I know Jesus 
Christ died for me . . . I no need to die.”          
                              
                                                                                                                                                      IndiaIndiaIndia   

I thank you for the Bible 
tracts that you sent me.  My 
husband and I pass them out 
wherever possible.  My hus-
band goes to cancer treat-
ment center every 4 months.  
We pass them out around 
the different areas and 
floors.  Hopefully hurting 
people will read them and 
come to the knowledge of 
God’s saving love, grace, 
and mercy. 
   

                                                                                       WisconsinWisconsinWisconsin   

I am delighted to contact you 
again.  You wrote me a letter 
10 years ago.  I read it many 
times and still do.  I have 
come to agree with you.  I 
was brought up a Muslim, 
propagating Islam.  God con-
verted me to be a Christian. 
Since then I have set up two 
churches.  I am still studying 
God’s Word with my wife 
and bothers at our church.  
 

                                                                                          GhanaGhanaGhana   

 
   In Memory of:         Given by:                            In Memory of:           Given by: 
    

 Adline Lady   Mrs. Delores Nafziger           Warren & Maude Goshon      Mrs. Marla Grossman       
 Jennifer M. Rowan         Mrs. Bernadyne Snook           Sam Waller                     Mr & Mrs Darryl Coffman    
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 Dr. Arno Weniger  Mr & Mrs Windell Kessinger     Dr. Arno Weniger             Mrs. Bernadyne Snook      
 Beverly Smith McCain    Mr & Mrs Stew Lyman           Edward Isley              Mrs. Bernadyne Snook 
                                               & Sarah           Tom Scott              Mr & Mrs Stew Lyman 
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INDIA - 1 Million Tracts 
1 million tracts were printed this Fall in India.  The Indian believers had a major role in paying for 
this printing.  Below is a testimony of a man saved through our tracts.   Here are some pictures of 
tracts being distributed. 

“This tract saved me from committing suicide.  Now I have a 
purpose to live.  I know Jesus Christ died for me.  I do not need  
to die.”                 Satya Veni 
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YEAR  END  GIFTSYEAR  END  GIFTSYEAR  END  GIFTS   
 

BTI benefits each year from generous year-end 
gifts.  We use these funds to print thousands of 
tracts.  This way we enter the new year well sup-
plied.  We are again trusting God and His people to 
enable us to enter 2019 in good shape. 
 

2018 was a tight year financially.  There was some 
printing we wanted to do but could not.  Please 
prayerfully consider a generous year-end gift for 
this work of gospel tracts.    
 

Help us add to the over 500,000 who have received 
Christ over the last 14 years (a verifiable number).   
BTI is a careful steward of all moneys given.  We 
strive to see the greatest eternal fruit come from 
every dollar.  Thank you. 
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