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in this issue
welcome to bible tracts, Inc.
  My prayer is that this newsletter from 
our staff here at Bible Tracts Inc. (BTI) 
finds you and your family well! This has 
been a trying time for many. Recently, I 
heard it wisely said that just as a test in 
school reveals a pupil’s knowledge of a 
particular subject, so too does a spiritual 
test reveal the Christian’s knowledge of 
our precious Saviour.
  As so many lost souls cast about for 
something to anchor and rely upon, our 
Great Commission from Christ should 
resound even louder in our ears. Our 
purpose and focus here at BTI has not 
changed and, Lord willing, will never 
waver.
  We have shipped more tracts from 
our office here in Bloomington, IL, in 
the last six weeks than ever before in 
our history. To God be the glory! Your 
prayers and your generous giving to the 
ministry of BTI are an enormous part of 

what allows us to do that.
  You will notice that the format of this 
bulletin is outside the norm of what 
you may be used to. With the excellent 
design eye and technical prowess 
that our Operations Manager, Austin 
Merriott, brings to our ministry, come 
new and fresh ideas! We are able to send 
this updated newsletter to you for the 
same cost as the previous version while 
also taking advantage of almost double 
the square space. This will allow us to 
feature even more information about our 
ministry.
  Would you consider reading every 
page of this bulletin? God has led us in 
great and marvelous ways and it would 
be our pleasure to tell you about His 
work here at Bible Tracts Inc.! 
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overwhelmed?
God led our staff evangelist, Bro. Micah 
McCurry, to write a tract to address 
the current situation. He wrote the 
“Overwhelmed” tract, Bro. Austin put 
the design together and this incredible 
journey began. We originally planned to 
order 10,000 tracts. As the word spread 
and the interest rose, we realized that 
would not be enough. We took a leap 
of faith and adjusted the first printing 
to a quantity of 30,000. God worked in 
a miraculous way and by the time we 
received the first 30,000 we had over 
100,000 in orders!
  We then ordered another 80,000 to try 
to be sure we were able to fulfill all the 
orders. Orders continued to pour in and 
to date, we have ordered over 460,000 
of which 375,000 are already spoken 
for or shipped. What a wonderful thing 
God has done! We give Him all the glory, 
honor, and praise for the incredible 

response that we have seen thus far. 
Would you join us in prayer asking God 
to use this tract to see souls saved? 
  The tract has already been translated 
into 5 languages. It has been translated 
into Urdu, Thadeau, Spanish, English, 
and French.
  The tract was originally a 4x6 
postcard size. Due to its popularity, it 
has since been made into one of our 
normal tract dimensions.
  The reception of this tract by the lost 
has been overwhelming. We get reports 
on a daily basis about how easy it is to 
hand out this tract. In this time of unrest 
and uncertainty, what a joy it is to be 
able to give someone hope—hope in the 
saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you are interested in getting some 
of the “Overwhelmed” tracts yourself, 
please contact us and ask for #07 
Overwhelmed.  

What God can do when you are overwhelmed is amazing
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tract printing
We have printed over 1.8 million 
tracts this year
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  God has been so good to Bible Tracts. 
He continues to bless even amid our 
world being turned upside down. We 
were in need of 19 different tracts to 
be restocked for a total of 1,100,000 
tracts. Because of the large quantity, we 
were able to secure a price per tract 
that saved us over $8,000 compared 
to last year’s average price per piece. 
Everything we accomplish is due to 
the Lord’s blessing and your generous 
giving!
  Here is a sampling of the new tracts, 
each of the 19 titles were updated in 
the design, but the content remains the 
same. One of the design elements you 
will notice very quickly is that we have 
adjusted the size of the tracts. Folded, 
they are now a 3.5” x 5.5” tract. This is 
a more modern style and size and has 
given us more space in the layout to 
make the text larger and more readable.



A 
sampling 

of our 
new 

designs
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the merriott family
I am blessed beyond measure to be able to serve on staff at 
First Baptist Church of Dwight and Bible Tracts Inc.

08
Austin Merriott

  Allow me to introduce myself. My name 
is Austin Merriott, the current Operations 
Manager of Bible Tracts, Inc. (BTI). I came on 
board to assist at BTI in November of 2019 
as a fill-in until my brother-in-law Bro. Micah 
McCurry was to arrive early in 2020. As I 
learned more and more of what God had 
accomplished through BTI, I was amazed! 
God began to work on my heart to find a way 
to continue my involvement.
  Let me back up a little and give you my 
backstory. I grew up in the ministry. My dad 
has worked full-time for a Baptist church 
for over 30 years. When I was 15 years old, 
I began to work for that same church. Now, 
nearly 20 years later, I am so thankful to say I 
have had the amazing privilege to serve God 
in a full-time capacity for that entire time. 
  My wife Rachel and I were married in 2008. 
We have two children, Adaleigh and Lemuel.   
Rachel is my right hand. Any success I have I 
owe to her helping me to be all that I can be 
for the Lord. Adaleigh turns seven this year. 
It is so hard to believe how quickly time flies. 

Lemuel is just about three years old and he 
is a character! God has blessed me beyond 
measure and I am eternally grateful. 
  When I was asked to consider coming to 
BTI full-time, it was a difficult decision. I was 
content with where God had placed me 
as Youth Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Dwight, IL. I began to pray about it and 
God led me to fulfill both duties. I am still 
Youth Pastor at FBC and also manage the 
operations of BTI Monday through Friday. 
  Along with overseeing the day-to-day office 
duties, I am also the lead designer here at 
BTI. I have had many years of experience in 
designing at each of the churches where I 
have served. 
  I am thrilled to see the legacy that has been 
left to us by Dr. Levin and Pastor Smith and 
I am elated at what the future holds for BTI. 
I hope that we may pick up the mantle and 
cry, “Where is the God of Dr. Levin?” I pray a 
double portion of God’s power and blessing 
on this powerful ministry.

bibletractsinc.org
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testimonials
Testimonies of God using our tracts from people just like you

  Please allow me to share a short story....
I returned to my hotel after a long day (very 
shortly before COVID-19 became a world-
wide issue) and saw the night manager, 
Xavier, sitting and seemingly doing nothing 
but enjoying a few moments to himself. I 
was a little pumped after a great day and 
so was a little more jovial and chatty than 
my normal self. After no more than one 
minute of chitchat, I slapped one of my 
tracts/personal cards down and asked him 
to read it since he was lucky enough to not 
have too much else going on. 
  No sooner had I walked away and turned 
the corner to go to my room than the Holy 
Spirit pretty obviously knocked me upside 
the head and said, “You have no excuse 
not to talk to him personally about his 
soul. Don’t tell him to read a tract. You do 
the work yourself.” Much to my chagrin, 
the Holy Spirit was right, as He always is. 
Sometimes it’s a struggle and I don’t WANT 
to do right. That day, I’m thankful I chose 
right. I turned on my heel and thought of an 

excuse to strike up a conversation again so 
it wouldn’t be weird when I walked back 
into the lobby. 
  Conversation starter in mind, I strode 
back towards the desk and engaged Xavier 
again. He seemed to be more than happy 
for the conversation since it was a boring 
night otherwise. God led, and within the 
next 10-15 minutes, he was ushered into 
the family of God and accepted Christ as 
Saviour. 
  God created the perfect opportunity, and 
Xavier made the right decision. 
  Here’s the application:
  If you don’t carry tracts, you can’t pass 
them out. The tract I gave him was the very 
last one in my suit pocket. (Note to self: 
Carry a few extras tomorrow.)
  Don’t be content with just giving people 
tracts. Tracts are excellent tools for certain 
situations. They are not made to soothe 
your conscience when you won’t bring 
yourself to witness like you know you 
should. If you think giving someone a 

tract absolves you of all responsibility for 
a lost person’s eternal soul, you are sadly 
mistaken. What if I had just kept walking 
down the hall thinking that tract would 
suffice? Only God knows what Xavier 
would have done, or more likely, NOT done. 
  Don’t disobey the Spirit. Period. End of 
story.
  My prayer is that this short real-life 
example would be a blessing to you and 
an encouragement to do more for Christ 
and the Great Commission’s sake than ever 
before. The Lord’s coming is nigh!

- Bro. Micah McCurry
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testimonials
Testimonies of God using our tracts from people just like you

  I want to start evangelizing but I’m an 
introvert and don’t like really talking or 
making small talk. So I searched online how 
to witness without talking and Gospel tracts 
was the first topic to come up! I then googled 
Gospel Tracts and your website was the first 
to come up. Could I please have a free sample 
of the tracts? Thanks!

- Hailey from MA
  I am traveling cross-country by bike and 
trailer spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
these last times. I am on disability with very 
few funds, so any help with tracts that I can 
pass out will be a huge help!

- Neal from ID
Dear Bible Tracts,
  Yes we are all in this together. I had mailed 
out a check yesterday for $25. This was for 
the previous shipment, then today your next 
shipment arrived with the “Overwhelmed” 
tract. I really appreciate your speedy 
attention!!! 
  I am one of the “old folks” that should be 
staying home, but I have a mask and no sense! 
I am on a mission, and I have been for about 

ten years. I have IPF (idiopathic pulmonary 
fibrosis)...no known cause or cure. The life 
expectancy after prognosis is 3-5 years. I 
was diagnosed in 1990 with ILD (interstitial 
lung disease) and it graduated to IPF. I am in 
my final chapter, I am on 10 litres of oxygen 
and have to carefully plan my outings to 
accommodate having enough oxygen tanks 
with me. Even if it means a saved soul! 
  I will move these out this week and go from 
there. I don’t know how much longer I have 
but I ask for your prayers and safety during 
the next few days. I am ready to go, but so 
many people are needing what I have, His 
peace! It is so fun to watch Him provide for 
my needs when I am out and about. God bless 
you all!

- Judi from FL
  I am writing this for my eight year old 
granddaughter. She has such a heart for 
lost souls. She listens to your program every 
morning as I take her to school. She asked 
me to write this for her. She would like some 
tracts that would reflect her age to others, 
as she is only eight. I hope you can help her 
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spread the love of God to others. Thank you in 
advance and may God bless this ministry for 
many, many more years! 

- Ava from WI
  Hello! We as a group of young and energetic 
youth have the passion to see souls saved. We 
would be glad if you could assist us in this 
regard to be able to reach out to others by 
sending us some of the Gospel tracts. 

- Emmanuel from Ghana
  Being a preacher’s kid in the late 1960’s I 
recall very fond memories of handing out 
thousands of tracts with my parents and other 
missionaries to a wandering world of hippies 
in search of what society wasn’t able to give 
them. Although history can’t repeat itself, 
it definitely rhymes and now is the time to 
embrace a very confused nation who believes 
in everything but the God’s honest truth.

- Lee from CA
  I got a pack late last year that contained 18 
sample tracts. I would love to get more. The 
first ones I got went a long way, I love the write 
up. It was straight to the point and certainly 
Holy Spirit inspired. The enviroment I live 
has a lot of unreached people, the work of 
evangelism is urgent over here that contains 
a lot of Muslims and traditional believers. 
Thank you for being such a marvelous tool in 
the Hand of the Lord.

- Ikeokwu from Nigeria
I never thought in a million years that I 

would be handing out nearly 500 tracts per 
week! There are just so many lost souls in 
our community. Our church has an outreach 
ministry to the homeless, needy, addicts, 
veterans, criminals, as well as anyone else. 
We are a small church plant trying to do what 
God has ordained us to do which is send His 
Word to the world, and we are doing just that! 
Thank you so much for blessing us so that we 
may be able to bless others. I divide the tracts 
between our church members and we all hit 
different areas and out in the streets each 
month!

- Jennifer from WV
  Just a small note to thank you folks for the 
Bible tracts that you sent to me last week. My 
wife and I are 83 years old, and live on a fixed 
income. We are unable to afford to pay for the 
tracts. We place the tracts in every piece of 
mail that leaves our home and pass them out 
to any one that will take one. Thanks again!

- Unknown from WI
  I received the Bible tracts and I am excited 
to use them. Thank you! I know they will be 
a real blessing to those who need to hear the 
Gospel. I look forward to being able to send 
support in the near future.

- Unknown 

Do whatever it takes to get 
someone to take a tract!
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Foreign Update
  Greetings in the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ, from the entire people of Uganda 
and my family. 
  I want to thank you for the tracts you sent 
to me. I recevied them and we have given 
them out to the others who know Christ, to 
stand firm in the Lord, to witness for Christ 
and help others. 
  I want to bring to your attention what God 
has done in the year 2019 in the country of 
Uganda. 
  As a servant of God your materials have 
a great spiritual value! I know that the 
materials published are distributed all over 
the world. In Uganda we managed to reach 
98 schools and we have 160 volunteers 
actively working with us as we go door to 
door. We have open air ministries, we visit 
the sick in the hospitals, and we go into the 
prisons and minister to the prisoners. To 
God be the glory, by the end of 2019, 7,001 
souls received Christ as their Savior!
  They need to be nutured so we have 
opened up 7 fellowships so that they can 

meet and learn the Word of God! 
- Pastor Byakika from Uganda

 
 I was born on September, 19 1978, in a 
Hindu family. As per the practice of my 
grandfathers and parents, I worshipped 
the graven images of different gods. I went 
to the temples ‘fasted’  and I worshipped all 
the Sindhi ‘saints’, but none of all that gave 
me any peace in my heart. I was always 
restless, empty, and feeling very hopeless. 
Though I was very proud of being born into 
a Hindu family, I could never understand 
why I didn’t have peace in my heart, or 
why I was unable to get answers for all my 
problems.
  Therefore I left the studies and thought 
that I must enjoy the life of the world. I 
became infested by bad habits then. I lost 
all my mental peace completely, and then I 
became a slave of every evil to be found in 
this world.
  In 2019, on one day, I was going towards 
railway station of Shikarpur. I was 
completely broken and I did not know 
where I was going. On the way I met a 
brother distributing gospel tracts; I went 
to him, talked to him. He told me about the 
love of God through Jesus Christ, and also 
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told me that Jesus loves you and also told 
me that Jesus has taken away all our sins 
by dying on the cross of Calvary to give 
me the redemption from sins and the true 
peace and salvation. At that time I could 
not understand all these things. I thought 
that they spread their religion and make 
people Christians. Yet I thought that all the 
religions are the same. Let me study little 
bit about this religion, I thought to myself, 
so I took some gospel tracts from that man 
namely “How can a person be a Way” You 
May Know” “Two Kinds Of Death” “He Is not 
Here” etc.
  One day, while I was sitting in my room 
I started reading the gospel tracts. As I 
started reading the tracts I felt peace and 
comfort in my heart. The Holy Spirit broke 
my heart and there was tears on my cheeks.
  A miraculous change took place as I 
reading tracts one by one. And finally 
I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior and Lord. Then I requested for 
a Bible to learn more about the plan of 
Salvation. After fifteen days I received a 
copy of the Bible. I started reading from the 
Gospel of John.
  The Holy Spirit showed me all my sinful 
life and I repented from all my sins and 
received the forgiveness. His blood washed 

me on March 31, 2019.
  I was married on November 15, to a 
hindu girl. She was a non-Christian before 
the marriage, but now she became a 
Christian believer on May 8, 2019. After 
the conversion of my wife, our entire family 
who are staunch Hindus turned against us 
and we suffered great persecution from 
them all, and from that time we had been 
roaming like homeless people.
  Now we are praying to reach more Hindu 
people to win their souls too for the glory of 
our Lord God Almighty. And I want to reach 
them with the gospel tracts because these 
tracts will work as the first drop of rain in 
their life as it did in my life.
  Please send me packages of tracts for the 
distribution in different hindu areas and 
pray for my safety and protection.

- Hindu convert from Pakistan

Over 3 million tracts 
were printed and 
distributed in Pakistan 
last year alone!



14 bibletractsinc.org

  Not long after starting at BTI, we 
received a letter from an inmate asking 
for tracts to pass out in the prison facility.  
Right away the Lord burdened us to 
start corresponding with these men and 
women with the thought of being an 
encouragement to them. Along with the 
tracts that are sent, is a letter letting them 
know they are being prayed for and have 
friends willing to correspond with them. 
A Bible Study is sent explaining that if 
Study #1 is completed, we will send #2 
and so on. Since December 2019, we 
have been in contact with 26 inmates 
from around the country with at least half 
completing Bible Studies. A few of these 
have sent signed tracts letting us know 
they have received Christ as Savior after 
reading that particular tract.  Believe it or 
not, we have even received offerings from 
a couple inmates to help with the ministry. 
Many have long-waited for a Christian 

to correspond with and even reached 
out to churches in their community 
with no response. This ministry inside 
the BTI ministry was started to be an 
encouragement to the inmates; however, 
after reading the letters and realizing the 
amount of tracts being passed out to men 
and women behind bars, we are the ones 
encouraged to have a part. 
  Here is an excerpt from one of the letters 
we recently received: Thank you guys for 
spreading the Gospel. We’ve got to try to 
get the Gospel out there. Jesus is coming 
again real soon. One guy told me that 
everyone of these tracts has a message 
for him. Another guy told me that he 
sent these tracts to his uncle who was 
encouraged by the tracts to get back into 
church and get his life back on track with 
Jesus. He died a short while ago. He is 
with Jesus because of some tracts! Praise 
God! 

Beyond the Tracts

Todd Laughbaum

What else happens in the offices of BTI
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PO Box 188 • Bloomington, IL 61702-0188
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309.828.6888

Look 
for our 

updated 
website 

and e-store 
coming 

soon!

did you know?
Under the CARES Act, donors can get a 
Federal income tax deduction for charitable 
contributions of up to 100% of their Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI). 

Memorial gifts
Gifts honoring: Gifts donated by:
Raymond Holliger Mrs. Janice Wheatley
June Robertson  Mrs. Steward Lyman
Grace Keighin     Mrs. Janice Wheatly
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