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“As the Lord liveth,
and as my lord the
king liveth, surely in
what place my lord the
king shall be, whether
in death or life, even
there also will thy servant be.” 2 Sam. 15:21

ARE YOU A SOLDIER WITH A SWORD?

Finding quality examples to
emulate is always a good
thing. Paul told church saints
to follow him as he followed
Christ. Here is an Old Testament character who followed. His name is Ittai and
he followed David who is so
often a picture of Christ.
Ittai’s story is found in 2
Samuel 15.
WHAT WAS HE
DOING?

DETERMINED MAN:
This new follower of David
had already willfully decided
three key issues for his life.
He determined –
 who his King was
 where his allegiance belonged, and
 to whom his life belonged.
When given the opportunity to not follow David

This soldier of David
was loyally staying
with David during one
of the darkest days of
his reign. Absalom
was trying to steal
David’s place by stealing
the
people’s
hearts. But there was
one heart Absalom
could not steal. That
was the heart of Ittai.
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were the sworn enemy of
God and God’s people.
Goliath was from Gath.
The unthinkable had
occurred. An enemy of
David became a soldier of
David. Please tell me, dear
reader, you are making a
connection between Ittai
and yourself right now. All
of us were born into the
kingdom and family of
Satan. We were all sworn
enemies of the holy God
of heaven. But,
here we are. We
who were once
strangers and exiles
from God have
been brought near
by the cross of Jesus.
HOW DID HE
GET THERE?

DESCRIBED
MAN:
Ittai is described first
by his name. His name
means “near” and he
was living up to it. He
was staying near to David,
his new king. So he is described by his name.
This soldier is also described by his time. He is
called a “stranger” (19) and
as one that “camest but yesterday” (20). Ittai was an
exile. He was born in a different kingdom but transferred
his life into a new kingdom –
David’s kingdom. This kingdom change was relatively
recent. We would call him a
newbie. Yet, here he is with
his sword ready to fight.
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(19,20), Ittai made a clear
statement of
allegiance.
Wherever David was going
to be found that’s where he
would be found.
In a time of kingdom crisis
and confusion Ittai was following the right king.
WHO WAS HE?
Just who was this man?
Where did he come from?
Our chapter tells us he was a
Gittite (19). That means he
was born in Gath (18). He
was born into a people who

There is only one
reasonable clue as
to how Ittai came
to become a follower of David. He had
met David – The
Conqueror.
David
visited
Gath twice. Once
alone (I Sam. 21) and
again but with 600 men (I
Sam. 27). The first time
David had to act like a
mad man to escape. But,
what he did on that visit
was bring Goliath’s sword
with him. Everyone knew
who David was and that
he had defeated the
greatest champion of the
Philistines. That sword
was his victory symbol
and Ittai saw it. It marked
Ittai’s soul.
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Are You a Soldier with a Sword continued
David returned the second time with 600 soldiers. He stayed 16 months, but something happened.
David left not only with his original 600 men, but he also had 600 Philistines following him. Ittai had
changed his king. He followed the conqueror David.
The first David wrote Ps. 56 after that first visit to Gath. It describes his praise for being delivered
from death. The Greater David also came a first time into the enemy camp. He came alone and was
rejected, like the first David.
But David returned to the enemy stronghold. He came with a band of loyal soldiers. They, too, had
swords.
Our Greater David has sent us with the sword of the Spirit into the camp of the enemy. He said, “I
will be with you.” During our time among the enemies of King Jesus we are to find from their ranks
new followers for our King.
Ittai was a ready, loyal soldier for David. He knew from whence he came. He had confronted a conqueror that defeated his champion. Ittai’s heart was turned.
May we be modern day Ittai’s. May we be loyal to the conqueror of sin, death, and hell. May we
prepare to be His soldier with a ready sword. Let our motto be “As the Lord liveth, surely in what
place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be” (2 Sam.
15:21).
ME, AN ITTAI?

2013
SURVEY

Will I be an Ittai? To be sure, I once called the camp of God’s enemies my home. I loved this camp.
It’s all I knew. I had even learned to be a soldier for that kingdom. But one day a Greater David
walked into the enemy camp. He came with a sword, the Word of Life, and I was drawn to it.

(survey of un-Churched in
America)

 One out of 5
un-churched in
America do not
know any Christians.

 83% said they
would go to a
church service
if one of their
friends invited
them.

PAKISTAN TRIP CANCELLED
Again there is fighting in Pakistan. The Pakistan Consulate is denying visas. This
nation is unsafe for American travelers. With this second denial we have decided to
totally cancel any preaching trip there for any forseen future.
All donated funds towards this trip have been used to print gospel tracts in Pakistan. Thank you to all who gave.
As we pray for the peace in Jerusalem, let us also pray for peace and safety for
Pakistan gospel workers. They serve at great risk.
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We’re Happy to Hear from You!
“Thank you for sending us the pact of tracts that we were able to include in the thank you notes for
gifts that were given in memory of my wife. Thank you for helping us share her testimony one more
time.”
Note to
Bible Tracts

“I have been with your tract ministry since 1989. I use the Charge It tract. I finally was able to lead
one person to the Lord through the Bible tracts. Praise the Lord.” LA
“I just want to thank you for the work you do there at Bible Tracts, Inc. I received Christ into my
heart after reading one of your tracts. I know there must be countless others who have received
Christ in this manner. Thank you for printing these tracts which contain the WORDS OF LIFE and
making them available to us so that we can give them out to those whom God has called us to give
them to.” AR

“I was saved due to a friend’s personal witness and the New Birth tract. I can remember receiving the
tract from my friend and thinking that I needed to take very special care of it because I wasn’t sure
more existed! It was the first and only tract I had ever received. After reading through the tract and receiving the witness of my friend, I
was saved.” WI
“I am a person living with HIV and my days will soon come to an end where I will meet Jesus. In the meantime I want to bless others with
the gospel of Jesus Christ.” CA
“One of the many ways I give out tracts is sending them in my letters. Here at the shop I have a little thing I made up and call it my tract
rack; I give to my customers and often times they look through them and take the ones they want. I pray that God would speak to the
hearts of those whose hands they get into.” West Indies

CAMP REPORT 2014
Thank you for all your prayers for this summer’s camping
ministry. I spoke in camps in IL, IA, and GA. I used the themes
of “My Way or God’s Way” and “World-Class Kids” in my
speaking time. God was gracious in allowing us to see a
number of salvation decisions.
The Flying Eagle Ranch (GA)
focuses on un-churched kids. Almost half of the campers from my last
week there had never heard “Jesus Loves Me” before or heard of John
3:16. Many of these young people came to a saving knowledge of Jesus.
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The Word of God to All the World

TRACTS TO CONSIDER:
Salvation is free to anyone and everyone who believes! This tract is
one that only uses Bible verses. Five verses display the freeness of
salvation. Four verses display the Person of salvation. This tract
simply lets Scripture speak for itself.

The answer is - YES! – but where? The resurrection
of Jesus is a prominent truth in the tract. As the
risen Savior, Jesus will be the judge of all. As the
risen Savior, Jesus can guarantee you will live eternally in heaven. Judgment of sinners and salvation
through Christ stand boldly on display here.

Designed to be useful as a first touch gospel presentation. It presents the gospel using the simple
illustration of a man trying to swim across the Atlantic Ocean. No swimmer can accomplish this feat
despite their best efforts. Good for church welcome packets and door to door evangelism.

