
part of his comments based 

on Acts 1:14. 

   Just how loud is the deafen-

ing silence of our corporate 

prayer meetings? Typically the 

only church services that are 

less attended than our soul 

winning courses are the ser-

vices devoted to prayer. And, 

then, so much of our prayer 

meetings are focused on 

seeking God’s hand rather 

than His face. From His hand 

we seek our answers and our 

supply. This is, of course, 

necessary, but it is so man 

centered. When we seek His 

face we are seeking a rela-

tionship with Him. From a 

deepening relationship comes 

a deeper trust in God’s plan 

and character. Focusing in on 

God’s hand often leaves us 

disappointed when “our  

   There are some spiritual bur-

dens that are essential to the 

work of evangelism. Yet, they are 

burdens; they are heavy to carry. 

Because they are heavy they 

often go unlifted. Prayer is one of 

these frequently unlifted burdens. 

 

THE DEAFENING 
 SILENCE OF OUR 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

  In Jesus’ manifesto on how to 

live while waiting for heaven’s 

kingdom to come, He told His 

followers to pray. “When thou 

prayest, thou shalt not be as 

the hypocrites are” (Matthew 

6:5). In the Sermon on the Mount  

Jesus then goes on to describe 

how and why hypocrites pray. 

The focus of His teaching here is 

on personal, private, pointed 

praying. 

   So, how loud is the deafening 

silence of our private prayer 

lives? Christ went on to say that 

the loudness of our private pray-

ers would be heard only as our 

Father, who sees in the secret 

places of prayer, begins to bring 

results in the open lives we live 

before others. 
 

THE DEAFENING  
SILENCE OF OUR 

CORPORATE PRAYER 
 

   So many passages in the book 

of Acts and the Epistles could be 

used to teach the need of corpo-

rate prayer. By corporate 

prayer I mean the deliberately 

designed time when a local 

church congregation gathers 

for the core purpose of pray-

er. 

   Early in my days as the di-

rector of Bible Tracts I be-

came acquainted with a pam-

phlet written by a missionary. 

It was called “A Plea  for the 

Renewal of the Prayer Meet-

ing”. As the missionary came 

home on successive furloughs 

he watched the demise of the 

prayer meetings in local 

churches. In that short book-

let he quoted this statement 

by Herbert Kane. “The coming 

of the Holy Spirit, in all His 

fullness, did nothing to lessen 

their dependence on prayer. In 

fact, it heightened their senses 

of dependence; so we find the 

church almost continually in 

prayer.” This statement was 
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“Let us, by 
prayer, 

deafen the 
antagonism 
of hearts 

blinded to 
the gospel.” 
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answers” do not come 

as we want. But when 

we seek God’ s face 

we can never be disap-

pointed. In His face we 

will learn His will, trust 

His timing, and rest in 

His answers. 

    Colossians 4:2-4 are 

key corporate prayer 
verses. “Continue in 

prayer, and watch in 

the same with 

thanksgiving; withal 

praying also for us, 

that God would open unto us a door of 

utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ 

… that I may make it manifest as I 

ought to speak.” 

   From these verses I find these instruc-

tions for our corporate prayer times. 

 the TENACITY of prayer – 

“continue”, “watch” 

 the TOOL in prayer – “with thanks-

giving” 

 the TOTALITY for prayer – “withal” 

– whole congregation 

 the TASK of prayer – “to open doors 
of utterance” 

 the TALK from prayer – “speak”, 

telling the gospel 

 the TEACHING from prayer – “the 

mystery of Christ”, “make it manifest” 
 

A DEAFENING SILENCE ? 
 

   Our day and 

culture is so 

l o u d .  T h e 

changing morals 

and the grow-

ing strength of 

those who 

oppose the 

gospel easily 

make us afraid 

to personally 

evangelize or 

corporately do 
t h e  G r e a t 

Commission in our towns. Perhaps there 

is only one answer to the harrowing and 

harsh noise sounding from the enemies of 

the gospel. That one answer just may be 

this lifting of the burden of prayer. Out of 

our serious prayer meetings God will go 

before us to silence and stir those who 

need saving grace. 

 

A REAL DEAFENING 
 SERVICE 

 

   Revelation 8:1 speaks of a “silence in 

heaven about the space of half an 

hour”. The next thing mentioned is a 

group of angels with trumpets, but they 

do not immediately sound. It is only after 

the offering of the prayers of the saints 

that the angels begin their sounding work. 

   If there is a connection between the 

silence in heaven and prayers, let us 

expect that connection to also be found 

on earth. Let us, by prayer, deafen the 

antagonism of hearts blinded to the 

gospel. Through prayer let us soften 

those with stony hearts to the gospel. 

By our prayer let us cut through the 

thorn-crowded hearts of those captured 

by this world so that they can believe 

the gospel. 

  “I’m Keeping the Ten Commandments” and “I’m Keep-

ing the Golden Rule” are two tracts that clarify to an 

individual that salvation is through Christ alone.  Not by 

works, or a set of rules, or a religion, but by the blood. 
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“Lord, I pray to You 
to go before me as I go with 
the gospel. Deafen the bit-
terness in hearts.  Deafen the 
humanism in minds. Deafen 
the world’s call to pleasure 
so that my lost friend can, in 
prepared silence, hear the 
drawing call of the Holy 
Spirit through gospel words. 
May my words about Christ 
and Calvary explode in the 
ears of my lost friend and 
deafen any excuse for not 
receiving Jesus.  Amen” 



  “Thank you, as always, for 

the wonderful job you do in 

printing and sending us Gos-

pel tracts freely.  God has 

opened up a door for us to 

start a new church in an 

Amerindian village and we 

will be using your tracts to 

reach people.” Guyana 

 

  “Just want to say thank you 

for the tracts you provided 

for our ‘Community Fun 

Day’. More than 700 people 

witnessing the love of Christ 

in action!  Every tract was 

given out and many were 

witnessed to.” Michigan 

 

    “I am praying for your 

ministry… it is really a 

big help for us here to 

have  clear and presenta-

ble gospel tracts which 

have a good salvation 

message in it.” Philip-

pines 

 

   “I thank God for your 

ministry helping me to dis-

tribute the Gospel of Christ 

to many who are in need of 

His forgiveness.  I am not a 

social person, but I carry 

some of your tracts almost 

everywhere I go, and they 

have greatly encouraged 

and enabled me to make 

every meeting with a 

stranger an opportunity to 

share God’s plan of salva-

tion.” Wisconsin 
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MEMORIALS  

 

In Memory of:   Given by: 

 

R. Scott Erickson  Bill & Bernadyne Snook 

Betty Bullette  Rosemarie Romano 

Rebecca Stout Birch Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Bailey 

Ken Barth  Mrs. Mona Barth 

Pat Schmelzle  Dr. & Mrs. William Snook 

Virgil Quinnell  Mrs. Vivian Quinnell 

Dorothy Parker  Mrs. Janice Wheatley 

Gina Nowak  Mr. & Mrs. Dwaine Peterson 

Paul Levin  Mr. Darel Pennington 

Tom Grasmick  Deana Grasmick 

This note was a true blessing to us  

because of the heart of love and  

sacrifice behind the gift. “We thank 

you all for the good gospel tracts sent to 

us.  Kindly take this money ($6) as our 

donation for replacing your heating and 

air conditioning units.” Nigeria 

 

  “Thank you so much for all you do in 

printing tracts and distributing them.  We 

are seniors and we enjoy giving out 

tracts. God’s Word is so powerful.”  

Tennessee 

   “Thank you for the shipment of beauti-

ful Spanish language tracts.  These tracts 

are truly a godsend to our ministy and 

more important to the people of Tijuana, 

Mexico whom we serve.”  California, 

serving in Mexico 

With your help, we were able to 
send out the following number of 
tracts since the beginning of the 
year.  Thank you for your prayers 
and donations. 

814,848 Tracts to foreign fields      

58,940   Tracts within the U.S. 



PO Box 188 

Bloomington, IL 61702-0188 

Phone: 309-828-6888 

Fax: 309-828-0573 

E-mail: 
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  NOW AVAILABLE!    

Study of the Book of James 
 

A seven hour, verse by verse walk through James.  
The study includes Pastor Mark’s radio teaching   

on 7 CDs plus his detailed outline.   

This would be a great tool for:  

 personal study,  small groups, or  

 Sunday School. 
   

Cost:  

$25.00  
(price includes shipping) 

BIBLE TRACTS 
INC 

 

   During his visit Pastor Mark and Shahid made 

four radio broadcasts together. These will be 

aired on August 26-29.  In these broadcasts we 

talk about how our tracts are used and their im-

pact. If you are unable to hear us on radio, check 

out our website (www.bibletractsinc.org). We 

also talk about the doctrine of the Trinity and 

how to use it to share the gospel to Muslims.   

   A key point of our time together was to plan 

my preaching trip to Pakistan in March 2014. In 

those days I will be teaching pastors and preach-

ing in general meetings. 

   Please pray about helping with the cost of this 

trip. We want to connect the preaching times 

with tract distribution. The cost for the trip and 

printing will be $6000. 

   We were privileged to have Shahid Kaleem with 

us for a few days. He is president of the Christian 

Literature and Translation Ministry in Pakistan. He 

is our key contact in that country and oversees the 

printing of our tracts there. 

PAKISTAN PREPARATIONS 

We’re on the Web 

www.bibletractsinc.org 

Pastor Mark Smith & Shahid Kaleem 


