
òNow the birth of Jesus 

was on this wise..ó  

Matthew 1:18  

 

   God wants us to notice the 

details of how Christ came 

into the world.  Our verse 

uses the words, òon this 

wiseó. They translate one 

original word.  That original 

word is also found in John 

3:16 ð òFor God so loved the 

worldó. Just as we are to 

take note 

of how God 

loves sin-

ners, we 

are to take 

note of 

how Jesus 

was born.  

   You are 

very famil-

iar with 

the char-

acters of 

Christmas. 

What an 

unlikely roster of players 

God selected to be in the 

Christmas story. But with 

each character, God elimi-

nates excuse after excuse 

for not being part of Jesusõ 

story today.  

   Zachariah and Elisa-

beth  were too old to be 

used. God bluntly says they 

were òwell stricken in 

yearsó (Luke 1:7). In  The 

Life and Times of Jesus the 

Messiah by Edersheim, an 

interesting insight is giv-

en. The words describing 

the coupleõs age were used 

of those at least sixty 

years old. The fact that 

Elisabeth was barren add-

ed an extra note of disdain 

to her life.  

   Being sixty years of age 

in that era pretty much 

made you an antique. You 

know about antiques. They 

are de-

lightful 

for look-

ing at 

and for 

remem-

bering, 

b u t 

they do 

n o t 

tend to 

be used 

a n y 

m o r e . 

G o d , 

though, 

was still using Zachariah 

and Elisabeth. Being older 

is not an excuse for not 

serving Christ.  

  Mary  was too 

young to serve God. 

No one can accurately 

tell Maryõs age. We do 

know she was godly. 

God describes her as 

òhighly favoredó. But, 

how old was she? 

   Most scholars believe 

Mary was a teenager. 

Imagine God entrusting 

the most critical aspect of 

His Sonõs coming to a 

teenager! Perhaps it is 

time we ask more of our 

teens, expect more of our 

teens, and entrust more to 

our teens. Mary surren-

dered her body and her 

reputation to the plan of 

God. Give us a core of 

teens like that today and 

our churches will be trans-

formed. You are not too 

young to serve Christ.  

   Joseph  was too self -

conscious to be used. 

He was self -conscious 

about what people would 

think about him. Oh, yes, 

he was gentle to the feel-

ings of Mary but he wor-

ried over his own reputa-

tion. Yet, he abandoned 

his need to be esteemed so 

that he could be useful in 

Godõs plan of redemption.  

If you are the self -

conscious type,  then ask 

God to make you like Jo-

seph and start serving.  
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   The Wise Men 

were too educat-

ed to be used. 

The elite of our 

day do not want to 

be included among 

the band of Bible 

believers.  These 

magi believed in 

the literal inter-

pretation of scrip-

ture. They be-

lieved God was in 

control of the natural world including the stars of 

heaven. They believed God was  active not passive in 

the affairs of men.  

   Never let your education stop you from owning a 

role in Godõs salvation story. Bring your education to 

the crossroads of ideas and tell others that you have 

seen His star (Godõs deliberate involvement) shining 

in the affairs of 

men. 

 

   The Shepherds  

were too scandal-

ous to be used. A 

night shepherd was 

one guy you never 

w a n t e d  y o u r 

daughter to bring 

home. Their low 

morals and absence 

of fleshly restraint 

were well known. Still, here they are smack in the 

middle of Godõs Christmas pageant. 

   What happened to these shepherds?  Angels hap-

pened!  A lot of angels.  Only once before had angels 

spoken so forcefully to a mere man. That was in  

Isaiah 6 where their repetitive 

chord cried out just one word - 

òholy!ó. Godõs grace makes room for 

scoundrels, dear saint, even you.  

Your past sins are not an excuse for 

not serving Christ.  

   A baby  is too helpless and 

weak to be 

used. Please, 

let these words 

ring in your 

soul. òOut of 

the mouths of 

babes and 

sucklings Thou 

hast ordained 

strength be-

cause of Thine 

enemiesó  

(Ps. 8:2). 

   On the base of the Statue of Liber-

ty we read this plea ð òGive me your 

tired, your poor, your huddled mass-

es yearning to be free. The wretched 

refuse of your teeming shore. Send 

these, the homeless, tempest tost to 

me.ó 

   Out of such a weak sampling of 

the worldõs nations our country 

grew to be the most powerful nation 

on earth. If our nation can turn 

weakness to strength then our 

Heavenly Father can do even more! 

He can make His saints to be a pow-

erful, holy nation of kings and 

priests unto God for His gospel sto-

ry.  

   This Christmas God has 

a gift for you. Itõs the gift 

of usefulness. If all these 

people werenõt  òtooó 

something to be excluded 

from Godõs salvation sto-

ry, then you are not òtooó 

something to be excluded 

today. Only 

God can save 

sinners. Yet 

His story of 

salvation is 

conveyed to 

men through 

the hands of 

other men. All 

of which are 

òtooó some-

thing to play a 

role. But God, through 

this method, gets the glo-

ry and we get the joy of 

being used by Him.  

   òJoy to the world, the 

Lord has come!ó He 

used unfit people to tell 

His story.  He is still us-

ing unfit people to repeat 

His story today.  Open 

Godõs gift of usefulness 

and be a part of the gospel 

story this Christmas.  
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   òBe ye thankfuló (Col. 3:15). These words are too simple for us to wiggle out of them. 

We cannot alter them by scrutinizing the Greek words behind them. But are you aware 

of the secrets of thankfulness? Knowing these secret accomplishments will strengthen 

our hearts as soul winners.  

 

¶ Thankfulness glorifies God (Ps. 96:8).  

¶ Thankfulness builds oneõs soul (Col. 2:7).  

¶ Thankfulness is one tool to conquer the flesh (Eph. 5:3,4).  

¶ Thankfulness makes oneõs faith flourish (Col. 3:16).  

¶ Thankfulness in song drowns  out the refrains of sadness and despair.  

¶ Thankfulness slays the giant of envy (Ps. 37:1,4). In rehearsing Godõs goodness  

we cannot begrudge His goodness to our neighbors.  

 

   Dear friend of sinners let us remind you of Psalm 103:10. òHe hath not dealt with us 

after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.ó Letõs be grateful enough for 

Godõs grace to us that we extend that grace to someone else. If God can make our sin-

ning hearts to be thankful then He can do it to our neighbor as well.  

  We are thankful to the people of Fosterburg 

Baptist Church of Bethalto, IL, for not only 

providing us with new windows for our lower 

floors but also sending us a group of workers.  
 

  They planted, painted, pitched and helped 

in whatever was needed.  
 

  They did it with a happy heart and a joyful 

spirit.  

Thank You 
 

Thank You 
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A Tract Act  
 

  Placing the tract in a restroom on an interstate highway was an act of faith and obedience. The retiree had faith in the power of the gospel in written form. He also had faith that God would honor his efforts.  
 

  A business man from a city two hours away found that tract. It stayed, unread, in his wallet for two years. While transferring the contents of his wallet into a new one, he re-discovered the tract. Now, though, his life, business and mar-riage were all broken.  
 

  With his broken life now ready for help he read the tract. Within a month he, his wife, and two adult sons had all come to Christ. How did these folk get saved? It came because of a òTract Actó. 
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See all our tracts  

  In the season of 
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forget to share 

the gift of eternal 

life.  Include this 

tract in your 

Christmas cards. 

  God has a time 

plan. He had one 
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and his death. He 

has one for the 

life of teenagers. 

Challenge teens 

to receive Christ 

today. 


